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The Corridor Early-Stage Innovation Fund 

 

The Florida High Tech Corridor and USF Research & Innovation 
Early-Stage Innovation Fund supports early-stage innovations 
and applied research with significant commercial potential. 
These funds are meant to seed USF-developed technologies that 
could lead to industry investment, start-up creation, and/or 
licensing opportunities. USF researchers may request up to 
$25,000 to support USF research expenses associated with the 
further development of the target innovation.  

The USF Tech Transfer Office is a key partner in this funding program and provides valuable insight and 
guidance on the technology’s potential commercial viability and long-term commercialization strategy. 
Interested applicants are strongly encouraged to meet with TTO staff prior to submitting their proposal. 

Key Considerations: 

�x Before submitting a letter of interest, researchers must disclose the technology central to your 
submission to the USF Tech Transfer Office via the USF Inventor Portal. 

�x Funding is intended to support USF-developed innovation and cannot be used to further 
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Letter of Intent: To be considered for funding, interested applicants must submit a Letter of Intent 
through the Corridor’s ESIF AirTable web portal: https://airtable.com/shrE87zKnQ8AXP1vn 

The LOI will request: 

�x Lead Principal Investigator - Name, Title, Department, & College 
�x Project Title 
�x Tech ID (Provided Upon Disclosure to USF TTO) 
�x Funding Request Amount 

o Preliminary Budget: Detailed justification is not needed at this time. Please provide one 
to two sentences on how the funding will be allocated into the anticipated budget 
categories. (i.e. Request includes 1 month salary/benefits for the PIs ($10,000); 6 
months stipend/benefits for 1 graduate student at 0.5 FTE ($10,000); and lab 
material/supplies ($5,000).) 

�x Abstract: In common language, provide an overview of the early-stage innovation, the need it 
addresses in the market, the proposed research plan, and how this research will increase the 
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Proposal Coversheet 

�x Lead Principal Investigator - Name, Title, Department, & College 
�x Other Participating Faculty/Staff, if applicable 
�x Project Title 
�x Funding Request Amount 
�x Project Period (Projects should not exceed 1 year) 
�x Abstract (200 words): In common language, provide an overview of the early-stage innovation, 

the need it addresses in the market, the proposed research plan, and how this research will 
increase the innovation's commercial potential. If awarded, this abstract may be shared publicly. 
Do not disclose any private information. 

�x College Leadership Signature: Proposals must be signed by the lead PI’s Dean, Associate Dean of 
Research, or appropriate College Leadership.  

Proposal Narrative (with maximum word counts by section) 

�x Background (250 words): Provide a general description of the early-stage innovation and its 
place among the current state-of-the-art. Please identify any collaborators or co-inventors. 
Summarize the research and development you and your team have previously completed. What 
is the innovation’s current patent status?  

�x Potential Commercial Viability (300 words): What problem or unmet need does this innovation 
address? What unique competitive advantage does the technology offer over what is already 
available? Who is the target market/end-user for this technology? Describe the market including 
size, market need, growth potential, market players with whom the envisioned product will 
compete, and potential customers. Is there a demonstrated demand for a solution to this 
problem/unmet need? How have you determined this demand? Describe any industry feedback 
you have received regarding the competitive advantages or ability of this technology to fill an 
unmet need.  

�x Current Barrier (200 words): What are the most pressing commercial and/or technical problems 
related to the future commercialization of the technology (i.e. lack of pre-clinical data, 
prototype development, technical validation, etc.)? How will these funds address these 
problems? How will addressing these problems reduce technical or market risk and validate the 
commercial potential? 




