






A Message from the President

When I think about our remarkable ascent at USF, propelled to new heights as the nation’s 
fastest-rising university, I have no doubt what fuels our upward trajectory. It is you – our 
amazing faculty.

I o�er my congratulations and gratitude to all of you and am honored tonight to help 
celebrate your impressive achievements. This event, our annual Outstanding Faculty 
Awards ceremony, is a chance to shine the spotlight on the best of our best – while also 



A Message from the Provost

Congratulations to our 2022 Outstanding Faculty Award recipients. Faculty are the 
lifeblood of all great universities and it is notable that “Faculty Excellence” represents a 
central pillar of In Pursuit of Excellence, USF’s strategic plan for 2022-2027. Our talented 
teachers, clinicians, researchers, and scholars are addressing some of the most complex 
and pervasive problems we face in the world today, generating and disseminating new 
knowledge, and preparing our students to be the leaders of tomorrow.

I am delighted that, once more, we can come together for this annual tradition of 
celebrating the remarkable accomplishments of USF’s outstanding faculty. Throughout 
these extraordinary times, you and your colleagues have maintained a high level of 
academic rigor, continuity of instruction and student learning, and exemplary levels of 
research, scholarship and creative activity, setting a bar consistent with a world class 

institution of higher learning. The University of South Florida is fortunate to serve as the academic home to an immensely 
talented and resilient faculty.

Each year the achievements of our faculty grow in both number and prestige, and continue to drive the University of South 
Florida upward in global and national rankings, including top-50 positions in U.S. News & World Report National University 
rankings, Times Higher Education World University rankings, the Top American Research Universities (TARU), and the 
Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU). USF’s stature as one of Florida’s three Preeminent Research Universities is 
stronger than ever and we continue to be a perennial leader in statewide performance-based funding. As the nation’s fastest 
rising institution, public or private, no other shares a trajectory like the University of South Florida.  These accolades are a 
testament to your dedication in the classroom, laboratory, studio, and wider community.

In recognition of your collective service and dedication, for your outstanding research, scholarly and creative contributions 
to the academy and society-at-large, and for the di�erence you make in the lives of our students, I would like to extend my 
most sincere and continuing appreciation to each one of our 2022 Outstanding Faculty award recipients.

 Ralph C. Wilcox 
Provost and Executive Vice President
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Outstanding Faculty Awards 
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Council on Foreign Relations FellowJody McBrien
Global Studies at the University of South Florida (USF). She earned her 

doctorate in educational studies from Emory University and has taught at 
USF since21.05. During the 2021.55 academic year, she has been 
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Norma Alcantar
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Fellow

Norma A. Alcantar, Ph.D., is the associate dean for research and 
professor in the Department of Chemical, Biological and Materials 
Engineering in the College of Engineering at the University of South 
Florida (USF). Dr. Alcantar is a global pioneer in developing innovative 
natural technologies for environmental, medical, and industrial 
applications. She is internationally recognized for her inventions to filter 
contaminants from fresh water and provide clean drinking water in areas 
around the world lacking access to clean water; creating new 
technologies for clearing up oil spills; implementing a hybrid technology 
to remove bacteria and ammonia from aquaculture systems and creating 

novel therapies for Alzheimer’s disease and treatments for cancer tumor cells. She currently holds 22 
U.S. patents. Dr. Alcantar is a Fellow of the National Academy of Inventors, American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers, and American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering; and was inducted 
into the Florida Inventors Hall of Fame 2021. She is also a Core Fulbright Scholar. She has served as 
Chair of the Committee for Underrepresented Minorities in the American Institute for Medical and 
Biological Engineering, and as a member of the Council on Racial Justice at USF. She has been a 
departmental mentor and director for the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Minority Scholars Program to 
advance underrepresented minority students in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
since 2005. She is also co-director of the Water, Health, and Sustainability Graduate Certificate. She 
earned her doctorate in chemical engineering from the University of California-Santa Barbara, and her 
bachelor’s degree from the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM).
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Delcie Durham
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Fellow

Delcie Durham, Ph.D., is Professor Emerita of Mechanical Engineering in 
the College of Engineering, former dean of the University of South Florida 
Graduate School, and past dean of the Graduate College of the University 
of Vermont. Dr. Durham has engaged in pioneering research on 
sustainability and environmentally benign manufacturing and 
demonstrated exceptional national leadership in advancing science. Her 
research focuses on sustainable materials processes, life cycle analyoa9a-er 
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Valerie J. Harwood
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Fellow

Valerie J. Harwood, Ph.D., is professor and chair of the Department of 
Integrative Biology at the University of South Florida (USF). Dr. Harwood 
is an environmental microbiologist whose research focuses on water 
quality, and the nexus between microbial ecology and human health. She 
has made pioneering discoveries about what happens to bacteria when 
they are released into bodies of water and is considered one of the 
founding scholars to use molecular methods to track the sources of fecal 
microbes in environmental waters. One of her most important 
contributions helped significantly advance Microbial Source Tracking 
(MST)—the science of determining sources of fecal pollution in 

environmental waters. She has worked closely with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and other 
agencies on the development of MST as a regulatory tool. She also demonstrated the “di�erential 
survival” of E. coli and revealed that many sub-species, or strains, of this ubiquitous and highly 
successful bacterium have very di�erent survival characteristics in aquatic environments. She has 
published over 115 peer-reviewed papers in the field of environmental microbiology. She has served as 
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Richard HellerAmerican Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) FellowRichard Heller
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Randy Larsen
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Fellow

Randy Larsen, Ph.D., is a professor of chemistry and associate dean for 
Research & Scholarship in the College of Arts and Sciences. He received 
both bachelor’s (1985) and doctoral (1990) degrees in chemistry at the 
University of New Mexico followed by a postdoctoral fellowship at the 
California Institute of Technology (1990-1992). He joined the faculty at 
the University of Hawai’i-Manoa in 1992 as an assistant professor and 
was tenured in 1999 (associate professor). In 2002, Dr. Larsen moved 
from the University of Hawai’i to the Department of Chemistry at the 
University of South Florida (USF) where he was promoted to full professor 
(2005) and served two terms as Chair (2008-2015). He is currently 

serving as the associate dean for Research & Scholarship for the College of Arts & Sciences (since 
2015). Dr. Larsen’s research program covers both biophysical chemistry (biological electron transfer, 
ligand migration in heme proteins, and protein folding) and functional materials (sustainable energy and 
bio-inspired materials). He has published 129 peer-reviewed manuscripts in these areas (including 
Nature, Proceedings to the National Academy of Sciences, Royal Society of Chemistry Chemical Society 
Reviews, Journal of the American Chemical Society, Coordination Chemistry Reviews, etc.) as well as 
10 book chapters. His research has been funded by numerous agencies including the National Science 
Foundation, Department of Defense-Defense Threat Reduction Agency, Draper Laboratories, the 
American Cancer Society, Florida High Tech Corridor, and the American Heart Association. Dr. Larsen is 
an American Association for the Advancement of Science Fellow and a member of Sigma Xi.
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Yashwant Pathak
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Fellow

Yashwant Pathak, Ph.D., is originally from Nagpur, India. Currently, he is 
the associate dean for faculty a�airs in the Taneja College of Pharmacy at 
the University of South Florida (USF) and a tenured professor. He has 
over 50 books to his credit in drug delivery systems, nanotechnology in 
drug delivery, artificial neural network for drug design, delivery and 
disposition, and cultural studies. He has been an adjunct professor in 
many di�erent universities including Airlangga University, Indonesia, 
University of West Indies, and Witwatersrand University, South Africa. He 
has traveled extensively around the world in over 80 countries for many 
years to strengthen the local Hindu diaspora in di�erent countries. He 

was actively involved as a volunteer at the International Center for Cultural Studies (ICCS) and 
organized many conventions of Elders of Ancient Civilizations and Cultures of the World. These 
conventions occur every three years and hundreds of elders represent more than 35 nations. He has a 
passion for study on ancient civilizations and traditions. His recent book titled Handbook of 
Organizational Conflicts will be published, by Walter De Gruyter GMBH. He has two books in the field of 
conflict management, eastern and indigenous perspectives on conflict resolution, and organizational 
conflict management.
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Ruthmae Sears
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Fellow

Ruthmae Sears, Ph.D., is an associate professor for mathematics 
education in the Department of Teaching and Learning, and associate 
director for the Coalition for Science Literacy with a focus on inclusive 
excellence at the University of South Florida (USF). Her research focuses 
on curriculum issues and systemic changes in K-20, the development of 
reasoning and proof skills, clinical experiences in secondary 
mathematics, and technology integration in mathematics teaching and 
learning. Dr. Sears obtained an associate degree in mathematics and 
statistics and a bachelor’s degree specializing in secondary mathematics 
from the College of the Bahamas. Additionally, she obtained a master’s 
degree from Indiana University-Bloomington and earned her doctorate 

from the University of Missouri-Columbia, focusing on mathematics education. Dr. Sears has presented 
nationally and internationally and has published in leading mathematics education journals. Dr. Sears is 
the principal investigator (PI) for the City of St. Petersburg funded grant entitled, “Examination of the 
historical and modern-day impact of structural racism on the lives of Black people in the City of St. 
Petersburg, Florida.” She is also the PI for the National Science Foundation-Improving Undergraduate 
STEM Education (NSF-IUSE) funded collaborative grant entitled “Attaining Excellence in Secondary 
Mathematics Clinical Experiences with a Lens on Equity.” Dr. Sears is a co-principal investigator for the 
Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship Program and key personnel for the NSF-funded Systemic 
Transformation of Education through Evidence-Based Reforms (STEER). Dr. Sears is a 2021 American 
Association for the Advancement of Science Fellow and an NSF-funded IAspire Leadership Academy 
Fellow in 2020. Moreover, Dr. Sears was the 2016 Florida Association of Mathematics Teacher Educator 
(FAMTE) - Mathematics Teacher Educator of the Year.
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Marilyn Stern
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Fellow

Marilyn Stern, Ph.D., is a full professor in the Department of Child and 
Family Studies at the University of South Florida (USF) and is an a�liate 
faculty member in the departments of psychology, pediatrics, and the 
Mo�tt Cancer Center. Dr. Stern is a pediatric/health psychologist whose 
research has focused on psychosocial oncology in children and 
adolescents dealing with obesity and cancer, especially youth from 
racially and ethnically diverse backgrounds. She has an advanced 
understanding of the complexities these youth face when navigating 
post-recovery and transition to survivorship. Her work has been 
supported by grants from the National Institutes of Health, notably for 

the development of the NOURISH-T intervention, designed specifically for pediatric cancer survivors 
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Peter Mouton
Fulbright Specialist

Peter R. Mouton, Ph.D., is a neuroscientist-biotechnologist known for 
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Tiffany Chenneville
Fulbright U.S. Scholars
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Sara FloryFulbright U.S. Scholars
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Fulbright U.S. Scholars , Ph.D., is a professor and the holder of the Serge Bonanni Professorship in International Finance in the Kate Tiedemann School of Business and Finance in the Muma College of Business at the University 
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Margarethe Kusenbach

research areas include cities and communities, space and place, 

, and International 

), numerous chapters in 

handbooks and edited collections, as well as two books: 

Identity, and Belonging

past president of the Society for the Study of Social Interaction
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Rachel May
Fulbright U.S. Scholars

Rachel May, Ph.D., is an associate professor in the Department of 
Humanities and Cultural Studies. She has a doctorate and a master’s 
degree in Latin American studies from Tulane University, and a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy from Kenyon College. She is the author of Caribbean 
Revolutions (2018 Cambridge) and Terror in the Countryside (Ohio 
University Press, 2001). She is the co-editor of La Florida: 500 Years of 
Hispanic Presence (UPF, 2014–Florida Book Prize, Gold Medal for 
Florida nonfiction), and the co-editor of (Un)Civil Societies: Democracy 
and Human Rights in Eastern Europe and Latin America (Lexington, 2005) 
She has also published numerous articles and book chapters about 

human rights and social movements. Her 2021 Fulbright Scholars Award for research and teaching in 
Colombia is her third Fulbright award. She is currently drafting a book about collective memory in 
Colombia since the peace accords. Before coming to the University of South Florida (USF) in 2009 to 
lead the Institute for the Study of Latin America and the Caribbean (ISLAC), she spent 17 years as a 
faculty member at the University of Washington, Tacoma.
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Shun-Yung (Kevin) Wang
Fulbright U.S. Scholars

Shun-Yung (Kevin) Wang, Ph.D., is an associate professor in the 
Department of Criminology at the University of South Florida (USF). He 
earned his graduate degrees from Florida State University, including a 
doctoral degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice, a specialist degree 
in information sciences, and a master’s degree in Criminology.  His 
research articles can be found in the Australian and New Zealand Journal 
of Criminology, Policing, International Journal of Offender Therapy and 
Comparative Criminology, Victims and Offenders, UCLA Law Review, and 
other referred sources. Dr. Wang is a U.S. Fulbright Core Scholar visiting 
the Department of Public Administration at National Taipei University, 

Taiwan (2021 spring), where he has taught American justice institutions and conducted research on 
people’s perceptions of the police in Taiwan. He is also a recipient of the National Institute of Justice 
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Zhuo LuNational Science Foundation (NSF) CAREER AwardZhuo LuEngineering at the University of South Florida. He is also a�liated with CyberFlorida (the Florida Center for Cybersecurity) and holds a courtesy appointment with the Department of Computer Science and Engineering. Dr. Lu2received his doctoral degree from North Carolina State University in 5953. He currently leads the Communications, Security, and Analytics (CSA) Lab at the University of South Florida. His research has been supported by the National Science Foundation (NSF), Army Research O�ce, O�ce of Naval Research, Department of Energy, and Florida Center for Cybersecurity. He received the NSF Computer and Information Science and Engineering (CISE) Research Initiation Initiative (CRII) award in 5956, the Best Paper Award from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) GlobalSIP in 5959, and the NSF CAREER award in 5918. Dr. Lu’s research has been mainly focused on both theoretical and system perspectives on communication, network, and security. His recent research is also focused on the machine learning and AI perspectives on networking and security. He is a senior member of IEEE, a member of the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM), and a member of Advanced Computing Systems Association (USENIX).
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