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Executive Summary

Research Questions

�BWhat are the roles and requirements 
of PRSS in federal grant�programs?

�BIs there variation in state Medicaid 
plans’ �nancing and utilization of�PRSS?

�BWhat are the key challenges and 
opportunities to strengthen the 
PRSS�workforce?

Peer recovery support services (PRSS) are social 
support services delivered by people who have lived 
experience with substance use disorders (SUDs) 
and mental health conditions. There is a growing 
understanding of and evidence base supporting 
�W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���R�I���3�5�6�6�����,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Z�K�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H�V�H��
services are more likely to stay engaged in the 
recovery process and are less likely to experience 
�U�H�F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�H�����+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\�����3�5�6�6���Z�H�U�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
federal grant programs, but in recent years Medicaid 
�K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���S�D�\�H�U����

The purpose of this report is to explore and 
�V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�����X�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\��
structures of provi0tT0 1 Tf 06the 
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction
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Outcomes Associated with PRSS for Addressing the Needs of Individuals with a SUDIncreased  sense of  social suppor t houe Neestabilit/312.soW
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In 2011, SAMHSA funded the Bringing 
Recovery Supports to Scale Technical Assistance 
Center Strategy (BRSS TACS) to support the 
�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���H���H�F�W�L�Y�H���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G��
services for individuals with mental health needs or 
SUDs. BRSS TACS created numerous publications 
and tools to assist health care practitioners 
�L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H���3�5�6�6���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���Z�R�U�N�À�R�Z��24
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’98 ’03 ’04 ’07 ’10 ’17 ’21 ’22’13’12 ’15

Select Milestones of Federal Support for Formalized Peer Recovery 
Support Services

1998 
SAMHSA initiates the Recovery Community 
Support Program (RCSP) to support the recovery 
community to organize and participate in public 
policy discussions and address stigma

2003 
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Peer Recovery Support Services Are Provided 
in Many Settings

Substance Use Disorder Treatment Programs

�3�H�H�U���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�V���F�D�Q���R���H�U���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�����I�D�P�L�O�\�����R�U���J�U�R�X�S���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D��
�X�Q�L�T�X�H���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�V���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���K�D�V���D�O�V�R���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���6�8�'���D�Q�G���L�V���L�Q���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\����
Peers specialists are also an essential component of community-based mobile crisis 
intervention services.16

Hospitals

�3�H�H�U���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�V���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�S�D�W�L�H�Q�W���X�Q�L�W�V���W�R���R���H�U��
emotional support and connection to essential services, including SUD treatment. 

Peer Operated Community-Based Organizations

Peer recovery specialists are employed by community-based organizations that 
support individuals in recovery, often referred to as RCOs. These organizations may 
�R���H�U���S�H�H�U���O�H�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���J�U�R�X�S�V�����U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���F�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J�����R�U���R�W�K�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V��
sustain their recovery and reintegrate into their communities.16  They also engage in 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���E�D�V�H�G���R�X�W�U�H�D�F�K���D�Q�G���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���H���R�U�W�V��28  

Recovery Housing

Refers to safe, healthy, and substance-free living environments that support individuals 
in recovery from addiction. This housing is most often managed by peer supporters to 
�P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���D���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�G���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Y�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���5�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\��
�5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H�V�����1�$�5�5�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���V�W�D�W�H���D���O�L�D�W�H�V���R�Q��
�F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���W�R���G�U�L�Y�H���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���¿�G�H�O�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�L�V���D�U�H�D���R�I���3�5�6�6��29  

Criminal Justice Settings

Peer recovery specialists provide peer support services to individuals involved in the 
criminal justice system, such as those in drug courts, prisons, or jails. SAMHSA has 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���S�H�H�U���Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���I�R�U���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���U�H�H�Q�W�U�\���L�Q�W�R���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�U�R�P��
criminal justice settings for individuals with mental health and substance use conditions.17

Workplace or Educational Settings

�6�R�P�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U�V���R�U���F�R�O�O�H�J�H�V���R���H�U���3�5�6�6���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H���D�Q�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W��
wellness programs. 

Via Technology

With the rise of telehealth and online support groups, PRSS can be delivered through 
digital platforms. This provides a convenient option for individuals who may not 
have access to in-person support or prefer the anonymity of online support.
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The Role of and Need 
for Peer Workers

�6�$�0�+�6�$�¶�V���³�&�R�U�H���&�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�F�L�H�V���I�R�U���3�H�H�U���:�R�U�N�H�U�V���L�Q��
Behavioral Health Services” describes peer support 
�D�V���³�R���H�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���K�H�O�S�����E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���V�K�D�U�H�G��
understanding, respect, and mutual empowerment 
between people in similar situations.” Regardless 
of the setting, function, or role of PRSS, the 
literature is clear that it is critical to maintain the 
�L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W���³�S�H�H�U�Q�H�V�V�´���R�I���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�H�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V��
provide.30  Peer specialists also need support from 
trained supervisors experienced in delivering peer 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�R���P�R�V�W���H���H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���K�D�U�Q�H�V�V���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�G��
experience to provide person-centered services.31

Recently, the Foundation for Opioid Response 
�(���R�U�W�V�����)�2�5�(�����I�X�Q�G�H�G���D���V�X�U�Y�H�\���R�I���S�H�H�U���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V��32  
�7�K�H���V�H�O�I���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�H�G���Z�H�E���V�X�U�Y�H�\���Z�D�V���¿�H�O�G�H�G���I�U�R�P��
October 2022 to January 2023 in 11 states. Findings 
highlight that peer workers serve populations 
�D�F�U�R�V�V���P�D�Q�\���G�L���H�U�H�Q�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���S�H�U�I�R�U�P��

a variety of tasks. The majority worked at RCOs 
or other community-based organizations, with 
the next largest groups working in courts and 
correctional systems or emergency department 
settings. The survey indicates that peer workers 
�I�R�X�Q�G���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V��
somewhat easy, and the majority of respondents 
reported great satisfaction with their role. However, 
low compensation and a lack of career advancement 
opportunities were noted challenges.27

The Biden administration released a strategy 
for to transform behavioral health services in 
the country.  Expanding the behavioral health 
workforce, including increasing access to and 
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�H�U���Z�R�U�N�I�R�U�F�H�����L�V��
part of that strategy.33���7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���O�D�U�J�H���J�D�S���W�R���¿�O�O��
in the current PRSS workforce. However, with 
over 20 million individuals in the country living 
in recovery from SUD,3 there is great potential to 
expand the workforce to meet the need for peer 
recovery specialists.
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Medicaid as a Payer of Peer 
Recovery Support Services

Since the early 2000s, third-party reimbursement 
for PRSS has slowly emerged in public and 
private health programs, primarily state Medicaid 
�S�O�D�Q�V�����,�Q���������������&�0�6���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���S�H�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�V��
evidence-based and reimbursable services that 
�F�R�X�O�G���E�H���G�H�S�O�R�\�H�G���D�Q�G���¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�G���L�Q���V�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G��
programs.34  Until recently, Medicare did not allow 
�3�5�6�6���I�R�U���6�8�'���L�Q���L�W�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���S�O�D�Q�����%�X�W���W�K�H��
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 allows for 
direct reimbursement of peer support specialists for 
mental health and SUD services.35

The key components of this PRSS guidance 
included the following:

Supervision 
Supervision must be provided by a 
competent mental health professional 
�D�V���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H��

Care Coordination 
Peer support services must be 
coordinated within the context of 
a comprehensive, individualized 
�S�O�D�Q���R�I���F�D�U�H���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F��
individualized goals.

Training and Credentialing 
Peer support providers must complete 
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���E�\��
the state. Training must provide basic 
competencies to perform peer support 
services and must have ongoing 
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V��

Peers must have lived recovery 
experience and demonstrate the ability 
to support the recovery of others.34,36

Initially, many states chose to limit Medicaid 
�S�D�\�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���S�H�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�R���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K��
mental health conditions, and it was less common 
�I�R�U���V�W�D�W�H�V���W�R���S�D�\���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���I�R�U���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V��
with SUDs.37  In 2013, CMS issued clarifying 
�J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���W�R���U�H�D���U�P���W�K�D�W���3�5�6�6���L�V���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�D�E�O�H��
�I�R�U���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���6�8�'�����7�K�H���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���D�O�V�R���F�O�D�U�L�¿�H�G��
that peer-to-peer support services are available 
to parents/legal guardians of Medicaid-eligible 
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�J�H�G���������D�Q�G���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U�������,�Q���������������&�0�6���D�Q�G��
SAMHSA issued a Joint Informational Bulletin 
about addressing mental health and substance use 
issues in schools and noted that peer supporters 
can play a critical role to help students.38  States 
have increasingly included PRSS as part of their 
state Medicaid plans for addressing SUD. This is 
due to a number of factors, including the following:

�BState response to the opioid epidemic, 
�Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���G�L�V�S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H�O�\���D���H�F�W�H�G��
�0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V��39

�B�7�K�H���3�D�W�L�H�Q�W���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���$���R�U�G�D�E�O�H���&�D�U�H��
Act (ACA) established that SUD and mental 
health treatment must be covered at parity 
with physical health as an essential health 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W���I�R�U���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Q�H�Z�O�\���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���E�\��
Medicaid expansion.

Currently, PRSS for SUD is eligible for 
reimbursement by Medicaid programs in nearly 
�H�Y�H�U�\���V�W�D�W�H�����Z�L�W�K���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���V�W�D�W�H�V���D�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W��
to their state plans or waivers in just the last few 
years.40  Despite Medicaid becoming a funding 
�V�R�X�U�F�H���I�R�U���3�5�6�6�����L�Q�������������R�Q�O�\�����������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I��
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���6�8�'���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���F�O�D�L�P�V���Z�H�U�H���I�R�U���3�5�6�6��41
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CHAPTER 2

Brief Summary of the Role of  
Peer Recovery Support Services  
in Grant Programs 

To look at how the roles and delivery of peer recovery support services (PRSS) within federal grant programs 
�F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W���Z�L�W�K���3�5�6�6���S�D�L�G���I�R�U���E�\���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G�����V�H�O�H�F�W���J�U�D�Q�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���Z�L�W�K���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���3�5�6�6���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H��
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G�����5�H�Y�L�H�Z�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G��€�p�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�V��€�t•�0�p�°�€�0� �P�@���p��
programs, notices of funding opportunities, technical assistance and training materials, and other online content. 

Programs from the following federal agencies were 
examined: Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA), Department 
of Justice (DOJ), and the Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA). It is important 
to note that grant programs where PRSS has 
historically been provided often are funded in 
conjunction with a range of other prevention, harm 
reduction, and treatment services.

Review of Notices of Funding 
and Technical Assistance 
Materials for Select 
Grant Programs

Information was gathered on the following 
topics, when available:
�BType of grantee recipient (e.g., state, 

community organization, mental health 
provider, etc.)

�BDe�nition of the peer role
�BDescription of peer services provided
�B
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SAMHSA Grant Programs Reviewed 

Name of program (years reviewed for the notice of grant funding announcements)

1 Access to Recovery (ATR) (2004, 2010, 2014)

2 Building Communities of Recovery (BCOR) (2017, 2019, 2021, 2022)

3 Grants to Expand Substance Abuse Treatment Capacity in Adult and Family Drug Courts (SAMHSA 
Treatment Drug Courts) (2012, 2015, 2020, 2022, 2023)

4 Grants to Expand Substance Abuse Treatment Capacity in Targeted Areas of Need – Targeted 
Capacity Expansion-Local Recovery-Oriented Systems of Care (TCE-Local-ROSC) (2009, 2010)

5
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The Value of PRSS as 
Described in Federal 
Technical Assistance 
Materials to Grantees 

“When individuals exit 
addiction-treatment programs, 
or other institutions such as 
the military or correctional 
facilities, they often �nd 
themselves in families 
and communities that are 
ill-equipped and under-
resourced to support their 
recovery. RCOs bridge 
critical gaps by providing 
peer support and services 
to help stabilize early 
recovery and sustain long-
term recovery. They ensure 
that supports and services 
have an authentic recovery 
orientation grounded in 
community wisdom and 
experience. RCOs are 
uniquely equipped to promote 
recovery and dismantle 
barriers to achieving it.” 43

– Peer Recovery Center of Excellence

“ Summary of Grant 
Program Findings

�$�F�U�R�V�V���J�U�D�Q�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���E�R�W�K���G�L���H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���D�Q�G��
�V�L�P�L�O�D�U�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�H�U�P�L�Q�R�O�R�J�\���D�Q�G���J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���I�R�U���G�H�¿�Q�L�Q�J��
PRSS by the federal agency involved and the year of 
publication of the notice of funding documentation. 
�7�K�H�V�H���J�U�D�Q�W�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���À�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���W�K�H���J�U�D�Q�W�H�H���W�R��
propose activities and services based on their need. 
They are awarded based on an approved budget and 
reimbursed based on expending the budget. Although 
�J�U�D�Q�W�V���G�H�¿�Q�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V����
grantees propose the types of services and the service 
�P�L�[���I�R�U���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����7�K�L�V���À�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���F�U�H�D�W�H�V���Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q��
by grantee on the services delivered and how they 
are delivered. 

Federal grant requirements share the 
following characteristics:

�BPRSS are provided by individuals with lived 
experience who are in recovery from SUDs, a 
mental disorder, or co-occurring disorders. In 
some cases, family members are providers of PRSS.

�BGrant funds provided directly to community 
provider organizations are allocated based on 
a proposed budget. Funds are used to support 
�V�W�D�����V�D�O�D�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V�����*�U�D�Q�W�V��
awarded to the Single State Authorities (e.g., 
ATR, state targeted response [STR], or SOR) can 
be contracted to local service providers using 
a variety of funding methods, including fee-
for-service, cost reimbursement, and bundled 
program contracts. The subcontract agreement 
and funding method determine how the funds are 
tracked and billed.

Federal grant requirements showed minimal 
agreement on the following:

�BThe scope of work that peer recovery specialists 
should provide. 

�BWho supervises peer recovery specialists.

�BPayment rate for PRSS or salaries for peer 
recovery specialists.
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CHAPTER 3

Medicaid Financing and Utilization  
of Peer Recovery Support Services 

Medicaid is a joint federal-state program that provides health coverage for low-income and disabled 
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A state-by-state analysis of several publicly accessible sources (such as state plan 
amendments and websites) was conducted from January to March 2023. For each 
�V�W�D�W�H���Z�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�����Q�R�Q���J�U�R�X�S�����U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V�����F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���3�5�6�6���I�U�R�P���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���V�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G��
�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�X�F�K���D�V���V�W�D�W�H���S�O�D�Q�V�����6�%�����������6�%�������������6�%�������������+�%�������������������������������Z�D�L�Y�H�U�V����
�D�Q�G�������������Z�D�L�Y�H�U�V�����6�R�X�U�F�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��

1
Fee-for-Service (FSS) Medicaid Fee Schedules

�)�H�H���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���W�R���P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K�����0�+�����R�U���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H���X�V�H���G�L�V�R�U�G�H�U�����6�8�'����
services, or both, were reviewed. The most common peer services billing code within 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) Healthcare Common Procedure Coding 
System (HCPCS)44  is H0038: Self-help and peer services, per 15 minutes. This search 
of Medicaid fee schedules yielded information about the following:

�B�:�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�V���S�H�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���I�R�U���H�L�W�K�H�U���0�+���R�U���6�8�'���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V����
both, or neither.

�B�5�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V���I�R�U���S�H�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���W�R���0�+�����6�8�'�����R�U���E�R�W�K��

�B�:�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V���I�R�U���0�+���D�Q�G���6�8�'���S�H�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���G�L���H�U���L�Q���V�W�D�W�H�V��
where both are covered.

2
Authorization within State Plans

State authorization was determined by reviewing the state plan, the state’s existing 
or pending Medicaid waivers as of March 2023, and enacted or pending bills related 
to MH or SUD (or both) peer services. For some states, these resources also yielded 
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���S�H�H�U���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�Q�G���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�U���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����R�U���E�R�W�K��

3
State Peer Certification Board or Training Program Websites

�:�K�H�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�����L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���S�H�H�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���E�R�D�U�G���R�U��
�V�W�D�W�H���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���Z�D�V���X�V�H�G���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q��
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���S�H�H�U�V�����R�U���E�R�W�K��



Financing Peer Recovery Support: Opportunities to Enhance the Substance Use Disorder Peer Workforce 15

4
Transformed Medicaid Statistical Information System (T-MSIS) 
SUD Data Book

�7�K�L�V���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���Z�D�V���X�V�H�G���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���X�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���3�5�6�6���E�\���0
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Medicaid Rates, Certi�cation, and Supervisor Credential Requirements by State 

�7�D�E�O�H�������S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���E�\���V�W�D�W�H���R�Q���U�D�W�H�V�����F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�R�U�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���S�H�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U��
�6�8�'�����6�R�P�H���V�W�D�W�H�V���K�D�Y�H���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���U�R�O�H�V���I�R�U���3�5�6�6�����L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�V�H���W�K�H���U�R�Z���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q���U�D�Q�J�H�V���R�I���Y�D�O�X�H�V����
The table includes the following information:

�B�0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���&�R�G�H���+�������������R�U���Q�H�D�U�H�V�W���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���F�R�G�H�����U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V���S�H�U���������P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���E�\���0�+���R�U���6�8�'��
self-help or peer services, or both.

�B�&�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���O�L�Y�H�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�U���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���D�V���D���V�W�D�W�H�G���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�����Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���Z�R�U�N��
experience hours, supervised work experience hours, and for completing an examination.

�BWhether clinical professionals or senior peer providers are eligible to provide supervision.

�3�O�H�D�V�H���Q�R�W�H���W�K�D�W���V�R�P�H���V�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�\���O�L�P�L�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�R���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���X�V�H�V���R�U���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���Q�R�W���F�D�S�W�X�U�H�G���L�Q���7�D�E�O�H��������
�%�O�D�Q�N���¿�H�O�G�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���U�D�W�H���R�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�O�\���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V��
outlined above.



Financing Peer Recovery Support: Opportunities to Enhance the Substance Use Disorder Peer Workforce



Financing Peer Recovery Support: Opportunities to Enhance the Substance Use Disorder Peer Workforce 19

State

15-Minute  
FFS Rates

Certi�cation Requirements Supervisor

MH SUD

Lived 
Experience/
Recovery

Work 
Experience 
Hours

Training 
Work  
Hours

Supervised 
Work  
Hours

Pass 
Exam Clinical Peer

Oregon $24.78 $24.78 Yes 2,000 40 X X

Pennsylvania $10.00 $10.00 Yes 78 Yes X

Rhode Island $13.50 $13.50 Yes 500 46 25 Yes X X

South 
Carolina

$5.98 $5.98 Yes 100 40 X

South Dakota

Tennessee $10.00 $10.00 Yes 75 40 75 X X

Texas $11.25 $11.25 Yes 250 46 250 Yes X X

Utah $14.89 $14.89 Yes 40 X

Vermont Yes 500 46 25 Yes X

Virginia $19.50 $13.00 Yes 500 72 25 Yes X

Washington $12.30 $12.30 Yes 36 Yes X

West Virginia $15.07 Yes 500 46 25 Yes X

Wisconsin $9.78 $9.78 Yes 48 Yes X

Wyoming $9.00 $9.00 Yes 500 46 25 Yes

Note: The information in SAMHSA’s Peer Recovery database is regularly updated. However, because each state handles its own certi�cation 
processes, and they are ever-changing, it may occasionally have old information. If your state’s certi�cation information is out of date please 
email 
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Medicaid Reimbursement Varies by State

�7�K�H���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V���I�R�U���������P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���R�I���S�H�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���Y�D�U�L�H�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���E�\���V�W�D�W�H�����I�U�R�P��
�D�V���O�R�Z���D�V���������������L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���W�R�����������������L�Q���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����7�K�H���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���U�D�W�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���������V�W�D�W�H�V���Z�L�W�K���U�D�W�H�V��
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Few States Used Medicaid to Pay for Peer Support for More Than 5,000 Medicaid-Eligible 
Bene�ciaries with a SUD

In the 2020 Transformed Medicaid Statistical Information System (T-MSIS) data, 84,532 Medicaid 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���D���6�8�'���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���S�H�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V�����������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���D�O�O���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���6�8�'���F�D�V�H�V����
�$�V���V�H�H�Q���L�Q���(�[�K�L�E�L�W���������W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���S�H�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���6�8�'���F�D�V�H�V���Y�D�U�L�H�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���E�\���V�W�D�W�H�����,�Q��������������
�G�D�W�D���I�U�R�P���������V�W�D�W�H�V���V�K�R�Z�H�G���I�H�Z�H�U���W�K�D�Q�����������0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���6�8�'���F�D�V�H�V���I�R�U���S�H�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����2�X�W�O�L�H�U���V�W�D�W�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���S�H�H�U��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���Z�D�V���E�L�O�O�H�G���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������������0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���D���6�8�'���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��

�BKentucky: 17,542 cases, 11.3%

�BArizona: 17,114 cases, 11.2%

�B�0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�����������������F�D�V�H�V������������

�BOhio: 7,805 cases, 2.2%

Three states also had very high use of peer support in terms of percentage of Medicaid SUD cases treated: 
�'�H�O�D�Z�D�U�H�����������������F�D�V�H�V�������������������:�H�V�W���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�����������������F�D�V�H�V�������������������D�Q�G���0�R�Q�W�D�Q�D�����������������F�D�V�H�V�������������������7�K�H�V�H��
states do not appear in the highest category in Exhibit 3 due to their smaller total number of Medicaid 
SUD cases. 

Exhibit 3. Medicaid SUD cases treated by PRSS
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Medicaid Bene�ciaries Receiving PRSS for SUD Versus Other SUD Services

While PRSS is growing as a SUD support service, its use is still very low relative to other types of SUD services 
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CHAPTER 4

Short- and Long-Term Opportunities for 
Financing and Strengthening the Peer 
Recovery Support Services Workforce

As of this report’s writing in 2023, 48 of 50 states 
are providing Medicaid coverage for peer recovery 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����3�5�6�6�������E�X�W���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���L�V��
limited.46  The limitation on use of PRSS may be 
due to a number of challenges in terms of variable 
�U�H�L�P�E�X�U�V�H�P�H�Q�W���U�D�W�H�V�����F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V����
and lack of knowledgeable supervisors.31  

�)�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���H���R�U�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���I�H�G�H�U�D�O����
state, and local community levels to address some 
of these challenges. For example, the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
���6�$�0�+�6�$�������2���F�H���R�I���5�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���K�D�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���D��
�V�H�W���R�I���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�G�H�O���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���3�H�H�U���6�X�S�S�R�U�W��
�&�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���R�I���P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K�����V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H��
use, and family peer support.27

The publication of these model standards aims 
�W�R���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�\���R�I���3�5�6�6��
practices across all states and supplement the 
existing workforce or contribute to its growth. 
However, the SAMHSA standards that address 
supervision27���U�H�P�D�L�Q���L�Q���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W���Z�L�W�K���������V�W�D�W�H��
Medicaid plan scope-of-practice regulations 
�W�K�D�W���V�W�L�O�O���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���D���³�P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�´��
to supervise PRSS. 

This Chapter Summarizes the Input of a 
Technical Expert Panel 

On May 25, 2023, SAMHSA convened 
a technical expert panel to:

�B�5�H�Y�L�H�Z���W�K�H���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���I�U�R�P���&�K�D�S�W�H�U�V�������W�K�U�R�X�J�K������
of this report for accuracy.

�BIdentify challenges that limit the 
growth of the PRSS workforce despite 
Medicaid reimbursement for services.

�BIdentify short- and long-term opportunities 
to strengthen PRSS as part of the continuum 
of SUD services.

The panel included diverse perspectives 
and national expertise in mental health 
and SUD PRSS (see Appendix A for list of panel 
members). 

�7�K�H���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�Q�H�O���G�R���Q�R�W���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���U�H�À�H�F�W���W�K�H��
views of SAMHSA or the federal government.
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Factors That Prohibit the Broad Availability of PRSS46

�BLack of employment and career path advancement opportunities for peer support specialists that provide 
a competitive and equitable living wage.

�BLack of training opportunities for PRSS in communities of color, rural, and other underserved communities.

�BLack of �eld experiences for newly trained peers to build skills and complete required certi�cation hours.

�BState Medicaid Plans, including exclusionary background checks (e.g., criminal background checks for those 
who may have a history of SUD) not taking into consideration the nature and quali�cations for the role.

�BConfusion about terminology and the different types of roles of peer workers such as community health 
workers, SUD peer recovery coaches, and mental health peer supporters. 

Challenges with Growing the Peer Recovery Support Role 

�7�K�H���S�D�Q�H�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���W�R���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�R�O�H�����D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\����
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Undervaluing the Unique Contribution of Peers within a Clinical 
Treatment Model

�7�K�H���S�D�Q�H�O���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���³�S�H�H�U�Q�H�V�V�´���D�Q�G���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���Z�D�\�V���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���W�K�H��
�3�5�6�6���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���L�W�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���6�8�'�V����
�7�K�L�V���Q�H�H�G���F�D�Q���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W���Z�L�W�K���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�O�L�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���P�R�G�H�O�V���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H��
PRSS practice is organized toward the recovery of an individual within a community. 
Further, the setting within which a peer is employed is vital to the overall satisfaction 
�D�Q�G���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���3�5�6�6���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V����

Lack of Diverse Representation in the Peer Workforce

The experts raised the need for the development of a more diverse peer workforce that 
�L�V���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�J�U�X�H�Q�W�����F�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���F�R�O�R�U���D�Q�G���/�*�%�7�4����
communities. PRSS must be able to serve diverse communities with intentionality. 

Short-Term Opportunities to Strengthen PRSS 
as Part of the Continuum of SUD Services

Panelists provided input on immediate steps that can occur in the next 1 to 2 years 
�W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���J�U�R�Z�W�K���R�I���3�5�6�6���D�Q�G���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���U�R�O�H�����7�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���D�U�H��
�V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H�G���E�H�O�R�Z�����'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���F�D�U�H�H�U���S�L�S�H�O�L�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���S�D�W�K�Z�D�\�V���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���W�R���S�H�H�U�V���Z�D�V��
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G���D�V���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�R���Q�H�D�U�O�\���D�O�O���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

Unified Federal Agency Guidance

�7�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���/�D�E�R�U�����6�$�0�+�6�$�����+�H�D�O�W�K���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
(HRSA), and CMS could collaborate to create a national database on peer recovery 
specialists’ wages, health insurance reimbursement rates, and utilization rates 
(including types of funding used) on a biannual basis. This could provide the basis 
�I�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���O�R�Q�J�H�U���W�H�U�P���F�R�V�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���3�5�6�6����

SAMHSA and HRSA could provide increased technical assistance to peer employers 
across all settings and encourage the use of grant funds and opioid abatement funds 
(opioid settlement funds allocated to states and localities to address the opioid crisis). 
These funds could provide care transformation support to recovery community 
organizations (RCOs) and community-based providers to improve their capabilities 
to use Medicaid as a sustainable funding source. Clear guidance is also needed to 
help identify or develop funding opportunities for training RCOs and growing the 
PRSS workforce.  
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CMS Guidance 

CMS could amend policies so that prior authorization by a licensed practitioner is not 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���I�R�U���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���S�H�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���I�R�U���R�X�W�U�H�D�F�K���D�Q�G���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V��

Further, CMS could clarify through a guidance letter to all states and Managed Care 
Organizations (MCO) several policies that align with learnings from the SAMHSA grant 
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�G�H�O���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����7�K�H���O�H�W�W�H�U���V�K�R�X�O�G���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��

�B�3�5�6�6���P�D�\���E�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G���E�\���D���V�W�D�W�H���W�R���E�H���D�Q���,�Q���/�L�H�X���R�I���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���6�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V�����,�/�2�6�����L�I��
�W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���D���P�H�G�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���D�Q�G���F�R�V�W���H���H�F�W�L�Y�H���V�X�E�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���I�R�U��
�D���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���V�W�D�W�H���S�O�D�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����0�D�Q�D�J�H�G���F�D�U�H���S�O�D�Q�V���P�D�\���H�O�H�F�W���W�R���R���H�U���,�/�2�6�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G��
�E�\���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���H�Q�U�R�O�O�H�H�V���W�K�H���R�S�W�L�R�Q���W�R���X�W�L�O�L�]�H���W�K�H�P�����8�V�H���R�I���,�/�2�6�V���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V��
�K�H�D�O�W�K���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���Q�H�H�G�V���Z�D�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���&�0�6���6�W�D�W�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�¶�V���/�H�W�W�H�U��
���6�0�'�/�����L�V�V�X�H�G���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\������������������47���7�K�H���6�0�'�/���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���Z�D�\�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���E�D�V�H�G��
providers can work with states and managed care plans to improve population health, 
�U�H�G�X�F�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�Q�H�T�X�L�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���O�R�Z�H�U���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H���F�R�V�W�V���L�Q���0�H�G�L�F�D�L�G�����&�O�D�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���V�R�P�H��
�V�W�D�W�H�V���P�D�\���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���3�5�6�6���D�Q���,�/�2�6���F�R�X�O�G���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���D�F�F�H�V�V��

�BAdditional opportunities and examples on how peer-run RCOs could participate in the 
Medicaid program at the facility level. 

�BPeers with advanced experience in program oversight can provide direct supervision to 
�S�H�H�U���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�V�����D�Q�G���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���E�\���D���F�O�L�Q�L�F�D�O���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���L�V���Q�R�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G����

�B�3�5�6�6���F�D�Q���E�H���G�H�S�O�R�\�H�G���À�H�[�L�E�O�\���D�Q�G���L�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D���N�H�\���V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�U���H�D�U�O�\��
intervention tool for individuals who might not meet the clinical criteria for more 
acute treatment. 

�BA recovery plan, rather than a clinical treatment plan, is allowable for Medicaid 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V���W�R���H�Q�J�D�J�H���L�Q���3�5�6�6����

�B�7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���H�Q�D�E�O�H�G���3�5�6�6���L�V���D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H�����V�X�F�K���W�K�D�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���R���H�U�H�G���E�\���S�K�R�Q�H�����W�H�[�W����
or email are acceptable and billable interactions.

State Scope of Practice Laws

�6�W�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���X�S�G�D�W�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�F�R�S�H���R�I���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���O�D�Z�V���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�G�H�O��
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V�����7�K�H���2���F�H���R�I���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���'�U�X�J���&�R�Q�W�U�R�O���3�R�O�L�F�\���F�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���S�X�E�O�L�V�K���D���P�R�G�H�O���V�W�D�W�H��
scope of practice regulation to help expedite this process. 

Support Diverse Representation in the Peer Workforce 

�6�$�0�+�6�$���R�U���R�W�K�H�U���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���F�D�Q���R���H�U���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���J�U�D�Q�W�V���W�R���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���E�D�V�H�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V���W�R��
�S�U�R�P�R�W�H���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�L�W�\���D�Q�G���U�H�F�U�X�L�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���F�R�O�R�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���/�4�%�7�4�����F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���W�K�H��
peer recovery support workforce. 
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APPENDIX C

Additional Data Tables

Number and percentage of Medicaid beneficiaries in 2020 with a SUD served via PRSS

State

Number of Medicaid 
Beneficiaries with a 
SUD Served by Peer 
Support, 2020

Percent of Medicaid 
Beneficiaries with a 
SUD Who Received 
Peer Support, 2020

Difference in 
Percentage, 
2017–2020 
(Percentage Points)

Alabama 230 0.5% 0.5%

Alaska 159 0.9% 0.4%

Arizona 17,114 11.2% 0.2%

Arkansas 12 0.0% 0.0%

California DS DS 0.0%

Colorado 1,202 1.4% DS

Connecticut* 0 0.0% 0.0%
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State guidelines for PRSS recertification and supervision 

Retraining, Recertification, 

Supervisory  

Training
Family Member  

Yes

YesYes

Yes

Yes

California

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

YesYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

YesYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

YesYes

Yes

Yes

Maryland

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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State
Retraining, Recertification, 
Continuing Education*
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Table 1. 2023 State Medicaid rates, SUD certi�cation, and supervisor credential requirements

State

15-Minute  
FFS Rates

Certi�cation Requirements Supervisor

MH SUD

Lived 
Experience/
Recovery

Work 
Experience 
Hours

Training 
Work  
Hours

Supervised 
Work  
Hours

Pass 
Exam Clinical Peer

Alabama $23.10 $9.00 Yes 40 Yes X

Alaska $23.09 $23.09 Yes 1,000 50 – 65 25 X

Arizona $21.86 $21.86 Yes
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