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Office Address 
13301 Bruce B Downs Blvd, MHC 2423 
Tampa, Florida 33612 
Phone: 813.974.5163 
callejas@usf.edu 

 

RESEARCH / ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
2023 – present  Associate Research Professor (non-
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Children’s Bureau, Administration for Children & Families 
PI: Linda M. Callejas 

Parent Partners for Families of Miami-Dade County: Regional Partnership Grant to Increase the Well-
Being of, and to Improve the Permanency Outcomes for, Children Affected by Substance Abuse 

This 3-year study evaluated the effectiveness of Parent Partners (e.g., peer specialists) in supporting 
family completion of court-ordered child reunification requirements. In addition to a randomized 
controlled trial study, the evaluation also assessed system collaboration and implementation 
elements associated with integration of peer support. Qualitative methods were used to better 
understand barriers to reunification and system challenges in 
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Training and Technical Assistance Contract                      2015-2020  
Children’s Mental Health Initiative (CMHI), Substance Abuse and Mental Health             $972,517      
Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
PI and Project Director: Linda M. Callejas 

Cultural and Linguistic Competence TA Team, Technical Assistance Network for Children’s Behavioral 
Health/National Training and Technical Assistance Center (NTTAC) 

Led a training and technical assistance team associated with culturally and linguistically appropriate 
service delivery to SAMHSA grantees around the country (Comprehensive Community Mental Health 
Services for Children with Serious Emotional Disturbances). SAMHSA grantees included states, 
localities, Tribal Communities, and U.S. territories.  
 

Direct Contract  2013-2014 
Success for Kids & Families  $30,000 
PI: Debra Mowery 
Role: Lead qualitative analyst 

Success for Kids & Families System of Care Practice Review (SOCPR) 

This mixed method study analyzed System of Care Practice Review (SOCPR) data for Success for 
Kids & Families, a Hillsborough County, Florida community-based agency that serves families with 
children have emotional, behavioral or mental health issues.  
 

Direct Contract   2010-2017 
Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS), Division of Behavioral                                $366,081 
Health Services (DBHS) 
PI: Debra Mowery 
Role: Lead qualitative analyst 

Arizona System of Care Practice Review (SOCPR) 

This mixed method study analyzed statewide System of Care Practice Review (SOCPR) data for the 
Arizona Department of Health Services Division of Behavioral Health Services. Quantitative and 
qualitative analysis identified trends in service delivery and opportunities for practice improvement at 
both regional and statewide levels.  
 

Direct Contract - Training and Technical Assistance             2003-2012  
SAMHSA Center for Mental Health Services                        $1.23 million 
through sub-contract with Macro International, Inc. 
PI: Mario Hernandez and Sharon Hodges  
Role: Co-Investigator 

Child Mental Health Initiative National Evaluation, Phase IV-VI 

This 5-year study used a theory-of-change approach to implementing the system of care approach 
and documented differences between grantees that used an active theory of change with those that 
did not. The project included training and technical assistance in the theory of change approach. 
 

Direct Contract – Evaluation & Technical Assistance                         2011-2012  
SAMHSA Center for Mental Health Services                  $15,000  
PI: Linda M. Callejas 

Miami Wraparound Theory of Change Development 
This technical assistance project provided support for evaluation design to the SAMHSA-funded 
Miami Wraparound grantee (federal Children’s Mental Health Initiative) through site-specific work on 
theory of change and logic model development. 
 

2009-05 
Association of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD)            2009-2011 
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PI: Bobbie J. Vaughn and Linda M. Callejas            $299,806 

Project Conectar: Building Capacity in a Community to Learn the Signs. Act Early. 
This project focused on reducing disparities in early identification of autism and other developmental 
disabilities by increasing access to needed services by implementing and testing a culturally 
competent health communication model to address for Spanish-speaking families in the Little Havana 
neighborhood of Miami, Florida.  
 

1 R18 MN000004-01 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)  2008-2011 
PI: Junius Gonzalez  $1.24 million 
Role: Co-Investigator/Qualitative Team  

Chronic Illness & Minor Depression: Community and CDSMP 

This translational research project focused on adapting an evidence-based chronic disease self-
management program (CDSMP) program into community settings for underserved elder Latinos/as 
with co-occurring chronic disease and depression. Contributed to data collection, analysis of focus 
groups and interviews, and assisted with preparation of manuscripts and presentations. 
 

Direct Contract  2008-2010 
National Latino Behavioral Health Association                                                                      $169,000 
PI: Linda M. Callejas  

Community Defined Evidence Project (CDEP) 

This exploratory applied research project was designed to identify and document community and 
culturally derived practices that were used to successfully improve behavioral health among diverse 
Latino/Hispanic communities nationwide. The three-year project focused on developing a framework 
for identifying and documenting community defined evidence (CDE) as a complement to existing 
evidence-based practices for use with other cultural communities experiencing behavioral health 
disparities. 

 

Direct Contract  2008-2009 
Little Havana Community Partnership (LHCP)                                                                        $60,000 
PI: Teresa Nesman and Linda M. Callejas  

Little Havana Community Partnership (LHCP) Logic Model Development Project 

This project provided consultation and technical assistance to the LHCP towards implementation of 
key strategies elaborated in its theory of change and collected evalv612 7.4.85 Tm
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theory of change logic model to clarify and articulate populations of focus, partnership objectives and 
outcomes, and a partnership evaluation plan. The project team produced English and Spanish 
versions of the final evaluation report. 
 
 
Direct Contract  2006-2007 
Rural Social Service Partnership, Inc. (RSSP)                                                                       $20,000 

PI: Linda M. Callejas  

RSSP Needs Assessment, 2006-2007 

The project team completed a needs assessment to better understand the health and human service 
needs of largely rural east and south Hillsborough County residents served by the RSSP through its 
network of service providers. 

 

USF Collaborative for Children, Families & Communities Faculty Grant.                          2005-2006  
PI: Linda M. Callejas, James Cavendish, and Mario Hernandez                                          $14,363 

“Dejando Huellas”: Creating New Forms of Social Support Among Latino Parents of Children  
with Mental Health Needs. 

This year-long study was conducted to examine the social support networks developed among 
Spanish-speaking families of children with diverse mental health needs. The study also documented 
reported gaps in the service system and resulted in creation of a children’s services directory that 
listed bilingual service providers in Hillsborough County, Florida. 

 

H133B040024  2004-2009 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration;                                             $468,785 
National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) 
PI: Mario Hernandez, Teresa Nesman, and Mareasa Isaacs 
Role: Co-Investigator  

Rehabilitation Research and Training Center for Developing and Implementing Integrated Systems 
of Care for Child and Adolescent Mental Health, Study 5: Accessibility of Mental Health Services: 
Identifying and Measuring Organizational Factors Associated with Reducing Mental Health 
Disparities.  

This five-year qualitative study identified and described culturally competent organizational practices 
that increased access to services for racial and ethnic populations around the country with unmet 
mental health needs. The study produced a conceptual model and framework for operationalizing 
cultural competence at the organizational level.  

 

11133G030014  2003-2006 
National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR)                              $450,000 
PI: Mario Hernandez 
Role: Project Director  
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ENLACE Hillsborough – Engaging Latino Communities in Education 

Th
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Callejas, L.M. & Schild, A. (2024). Lessons Learned during Covid-19 and Beyond: How Parent 
Partners Can Help Systems Better Support Families. In P. Day & K. Briar-Lawson (Eds.), 
Child Neglect, Inequity, and Poverty: Practice Implications. CWLA Press. 

 
Callejas, L.M. (2021). Finding my voice, finding my way: Reflexiones of an ambivalent 

anthropologist (pp.102-105). In E. Thorkelson & L.M. Deese (Eds.), A day is a struggle - A 
feminist book of precarious life. Decasia. 

 
Callejas, L.M. & Hernandez, M. (2020). Delivering culturally competent behavioral health services: 

An organizational perspective. In B.L. Levin & A. Hanson (Eds.), Foundations of 
behavioral health (pp. 321-335). Springer Nature. 

 
Greenbaum, S.D. & Callejas, L.M. (2007). “We all lived here together”: The hidden topic of race 

between white and black Cubans in Tampa. In A. O’Reilly Herrera (Ed.), Cuba: Idea of a 
nation displaced (pp. 132-139). Albany: SUNY Press. 

 

Non-Refereed Publications 
Callejas, L.M., Perez, G. & Limón, F. (2021). Community defined evidence as a framework for 
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Behavioral and Community Sciences, Child and Family Studies. 
 
Callejas, L., Mowery, D., & Vatalaro, A. (2017) Sulphur Springs stability study: Final report 2017. Tampa, 

FL: University of South Florida, Child and Family Studies. 
 
Callejas, L.M., & Yampolskaya, S. (2017). Miami-Dade Impact Project semi-annual local evaluation 

report, October 2017. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and 
Community Sciences, Child and Family Studies. 

 
Callejas, L.M., & Yampolskaya, S. (2017). Miami-Dade Impact Project semi-annual local evaluation 

report, April 2017. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, Child and Family Studies. 

 
Mowery, D., Wang, W., Callejas, L., Hernandez, M., & Flynn, K. (2017).  Arizona’s children’s system of 

care practice review trend analysis supplement to the five-year retrospective report: Child welfare 
cases. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, 
Child and Family Studies. 

 
Mowery, D., Wang, W., Callejas, L., Hernandez, M., & Flynn, K. (2017).  Arizona’s children’s system of 

care practice review five-year retrospective report: Child welfare cases. Tampa, FL: University of 
South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Child and Family Studies. 

 
Callejas, L.M., & Yampolskaya, S. (2016). Miami-Dade Impact Project semi-annual local evaluation 

report, October 2016. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and 
Community Sciences, Child and Family Studies. 

 
Callejas, L.M., Yampolskaya, S. (2016). Miami-Dade Impact Project semi-annual local evaluation report, 

April 2016. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, Child and Family Studies. 

 
Mowery, D., Callejas, L., Wang, W., & Flynn, K. (2016).  Arizona’s children’s system of care practice 

review fiscal year 2015 statewide report. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of 
Behavioral and Community Sciences, Child and Family Studies. 

 
Mowery, D., Callejas, L., Wang, W., Malmi, Jr., M., & Flynn, K. (2015).  Arizona’s children’s system of 

care practice review fiscal year 2014 statewide report. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Child and Family Studies. 

 
Callejas, L.M., & Yampolskaya, S. (2015). Miami-Dade Impact Project semi-annual Local evaluation 

report, October 2015. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and 
Community Sciences, Child and Family Studies. 

 
Mowery, D., Callejas, L., Wang, W., Burrus, T., Malmi, Jr., M., Hernandez, M., & Flynn, K. (2014).  

A
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Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences Louis de 
la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Research & Training Center for Children’s Mental Health. 

  
Callejas, L.M., Nesman, T., Mowery, D., & Hernandez, M. (2008). Creating a front porch: Strategies for 

improving access to mental health services. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, Louis de la 
Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Research & Training Center for Children’s Mental Health. 

 
Hernandez, M. Nesman, T., Isaacs, M., Callejas, L.M., & Mowery, D. (Eds.). (2006). Examining the 

research base supporting culturally competent children’s mental health services. (Making 
children’s mental health services successful series, FMHI pub. no. 240-1). Tampa, FL: University 
of South Florida, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Research & Training Center for 
Children’s Mental Health. 

 
Training Manual 
Callejas, L.M., Mayo, J. Monsalve-Serna, M. & Hernandez, M. (2006). The RAICES/Promotoras model 

training manual: Addressing disparities in access to mental health services publication. Tampa, 
FL: University of South Florida, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Research & 
Training Center for Children’s Mental Health. 
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Evaluation Association 2023, Indianapolis, IN. 
 
Yampolskaya, S., Walker-Egea, C., & Callejas, L., (2023, October). Latent class analysis (LCA): 

Caregivers’ stories, perceptions, and concerns. 



L. M. Callejas - 15 
   

 

Ver 1/15/2025 

 

Lazear, K., Callejas, L.M., Webster-Bass, S., Booth, C. & Monsalve-Serna, M. (2016, March). Pecha 
Kucha: Structural racism and implicit bias in juvenile justice and mental health. 29th Annual 
Research & Policy Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral Health, 
Tampa, FL. 

 
Corvin, J., Martinez-Tyson, D., Aguado Loi, C., Alfonso, M., Callejas, L.M., Herrera, J., Panzano, 

P.Serrano, M., Toyinbo, P., Pinzon, M., & Gonzalez, J.J. (2010, November). Minor depression 
& chronic disease among Latinos: Translating research into practice. Round Table, Improving 
Latino Health Session, 138th Annual American Public Health Association Meetings, Denver, 
CO. 

 
Aguado Loi, C., Alfonso, M., Corvin, J., Callejas, L.M., Serrano, M., Martinez-Tyson, D., Panzano, P., 

Herrera, J., Pinzon, M., Toyinbo, P., & Gonzalez, J.J. (2010, November). CBPR mixed 
methods design for the adaptation of an evidence-based intervention for Latinos with minor 
depression and chronic disease: Adelante con su Salud (ACSS). 138th Annual American 
Public Health Association Meetings, Denver, CO. 

 
Callejas, L.M. & Martinez, K. (2008, September). Community defined evidence: Research from the 

ground up. Latino Behavioral Health Institute, 15th Annual Conference. Los Angeles, CA. 
 

Callejas, L.M., Sanchez, M., & Vasquez, L. (2007, May). 
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Miami-Dade IMPACT project. 
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supports. Invited bi-lingual presentation delivered at the Family Leadership Celebration: 
Bringing Awareness to the Latino Community meeting sponsored by Familias Latinas Dejando 
Huellas, Tampa, FL. 

 

Caruso, M. C., Acevedo Polakovich, I. D., & Callejas, L.M. (2007, May). 



L. M. Callejas - 19 
   

 

Ver 1/













L. M. Callejas - 25 
   

 

Ver 1/15/2025 

 

 
Callejas, L. M. (2010, Fall). Children’s mental health services, 
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part of team to evaluate the Children’s Mental Health System in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
Consultation coordinated through Success 4 Kids & Families, Tampa, FL. 

 
2007 Consultant, National Alliance of Multi-Ethnic Behavioral Health Associations (NAMBHA), 

Westat Telling Our Stories Project, Washington, D.C. 

 Provided consultation on oral history collection and presentation for the “Telling Our 
Stories Project,” which proposes to collect audiovisual life stories for 24 consumers of 
mental health services in various stages of treatment to develop public education 
campaigns on mental illness and recovery. 

 

SERVICE  

EDITORIAL ACTIVITIES/SCHOLARLY REVIEW 

Editorial Board Positions 

2020 – 2024  Associate Editor, Journal of Child & Family Studies 

2020 – 2024 Associate Editor, Public Anthropologies Section, American Anthropologist 
 

Manuscript Reviews   

2024 – present  BMC Health Services Research, BMJ Global Health, Child & Youth Services 
Review, Community Mental Health Journal, Human Organization, Journal of 
Latinx Psychology, Translational Behavioral Medicine 

2014 – 2023 Annals of Anthropological Practice, Child & Youth Services Review, Community 
Mental Health Journal, Human Organization, Journal of Child and Family 
Studies, Journal of Latinx Psychology, The Journal of Behavioral Health 
Services & Research, Psychiatric Services,  

2012-2013 Administration and Policy in Mental Health and Mental Health Services 
Research, Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved 

 

Grant Reviews 

2024 Alternate Reviewer, Children’s Bureau 2024 National Center for 
Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention (CBCAP) Grants, Children’s 
Bureau, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, July 11-24. 

2023 Grant Reviewer, Regional Partnership Grants, Children’s Bureau, 
Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, July 24-28. 

2022 Grant Reviewer, Regional Partnership Grants, Children’s Bureau, 
Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, July 28-August 1. 

2021 External Reviewer, Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences Subject Area, 
OPUS Funding Scheme, National Science Centre, Kraków, Poland, 
April 1-10. 

2015 Merit Reviewer, Cultural Anthropology Program Grant Proposal, 
National Science Foundation, Washington, D.C., March-April. 

2007 Reviewer, Internal Award Programs, Division of Sponsored Research, USF, Fall 
semester. 
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Conference/Panel Review & Organization 

 
2025 Abstract Reviewer, AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting, Minneapolis, MN.  
 

2022 Session Chair, The lifecycle from child welfare to eldercare
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Center, Inc., Goshen, IN 

2008 Advisory Council Member, Hispanic Mentoring Initiative, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Tampa Bay, Inc., Tampa, FL 

2007 Member, Board of Directors, Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health, 
Hillsborough County Chapter, Tampa, FL 

2003-05 
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	RESEARCH AFFILIATIONS
	2019 – present Senior Faculty and Interdisciplinary Research Lab Member on Women’s Mental Health and Gender-Based Violence, Harrell Center for the Study of Family Violence, USF College of Public Health
	AREAS OF INTEREST
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	Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI)  $2,500,000 PI: Kyaien Conner
	Role: Research Advisory Committee
	Examination of the Evidence-based Care Transitions Intervention Enhanced with Peer Support to Reduce Racial Disparities in Hospital Readmissions and Patient Outcomes
	This five-year mixed methods study evaluates the Care Transitions Intervention (CTI) and CTI + Peer Support (PS), as compared to usual care (UC), on hospital readmissions and depression severity, quality of life, functional status for older African Am...
	Completed Grants and Contracts
	Direct Contract – Evaluation  2022-2023 State of Indiana Division of Mental Health and Addiction $857,533.96
	PI: Linda M. Callejas
	Statewide Evaluation: Indiana Division of Mental Health and Addiction Health Equity Program
	This one-year evaluation study assessed how well statewide equity efforts worked to reduce behavioral health disparities within state funded behavioral health services. This project included a technical assistance component that used evaluation findin...
	CBCS Internal Grant Program   2021-2022 ºÚÁÏÍø³Ô¹Ï±¬ÁÏCollege of Behavioral and Community Sciences      $20,000 PIs: Linda M. Callejas and Anna Davidson Abella
	AWARDS AND HONORS
	PUBLICATIONS
	Publications in Refereed Journals
	Book Chapters
	Non-Refereed Publications
	Abella, A.D., Ismajli, F. & Callejas, L.M. (2020). Exploring the potential benefits of virtual child welfare services. In Child Welfare League of America (Ed.), COVID-19 and child welfare: Challenges and responses essay collection (pp. 7-12). CWLA Pre...
	Manuscripts In Preparation or Under Review
	Technical Reports
	Acknowledged Contributor/Context Expert
	Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2020). The opioid crisis and the Hispanic/Latino population: An urgent issue (publication no. PEP20-05-02-002). Rockville, MD: Office of Behavioral Health Equity, Substance Abuse and Mental H...
	Now Is the Time Technical Assistance Center (NITT-TA) (2016). Referral pathways: A toolkit for streamlining the continuum of care for a seamless transition (Contract number HHSS283201200030I). Rockville, MD: Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS), S...
	Monographs
	Conference Proceedings

	Plenary Presentations
	Shelton, R., Callejas, L.M., Boyce, C., & Parra-Cardona, R. (2022, June). Centering equity in implementation science: What does it mean and how to achieve it? Society for Prevention Research 30th Annual Meeting, Realizing the Power of Prevention throu...
	Callejas, L.M. (2022, January). Awaiting reunification: Examining the effects of the covid-19 pandemic on child welfare systems [Live virtual presentation]. Plenary Session A. Miami-Dade Community Based Care Alliance 16th Annual Regional Child Welfare...
	Invited Presentations
	Workshops/Training
	National Training & Technical Assistance Webinars
	TEACHING
	Graduate-level Courses
	Lead Instructor & Course Developer
	MHS 6626, Fall 2024: Promoting Leadership Practice in Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health. M.S. in Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health, Department of Child and Family Studies, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, ºÚÁÏÍø³Ô¹Ï±¬ÁÏ.
	MHS 6627, Summer 2020, 2022, 2024: Contemporary Issues in Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health, M.S. in Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health, Department of Child and Family Studies, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, University of South F...
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