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Absct  Kane et al. [LHevelopedvhat the authors refer to as‘amancipatory
design theoryfor a machine learning applicatitwit explainingmethodological
guidelines for emancipatory DSR (eDSfe) outside the scope of theiaper

This paperclarifies what is meant by eDSR. Emancipatory DSR is a subtype of
DSR that: is built on a critical or ethical kernel theory analves developing
theorybased desig principles and/or IT artifacts to solve problems of human
constraint by promotingmancipationln this paper we clarify what is meant by
eDSR providesteps forevaluathg the emancipatory impact of an information
system andexplain how practitioners catetermire whether emancipatory re-
design is needed.
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1 Inbdaton

Information Systems can promote human flourishing, dignity, and a host of emancipa-
tory outcomes whedesigned for social gooet, too often, information systems are
developed without adequate consideration of the social impact they will indee. |
mationsystemgractitionerften ask“what can we create?” rather than, “what should
we create?”.fformation systemsesearchers are uniquely qualified to participate in
normative debates about what should be crelagsed ortheir understanding of phi-
losophy ethics human behavigrandinformation systems2]. With the prevalence of
technologies into everyday lifd)e¢adverse effects of technologies become prominent.
There haseen a growing interest in ethics in DSR, sustainable development, and ap-
plying critical methodologyn IS researclpi3,4].

Critical social theories explain normative recommendations for promoting social
good through emancipation. Defined loosely, emancipation can be taken to mean the
improvement of a human conditiamd may be conceptualized in terms of increases in
stakeholdersfreedom to act, express, belong, and thislk Kane et al[1] demon-
strated how critical kernel theory can be used as the basis of a subtype of design science
research (DSR)o promote emancipatiomiough information systems design.eph
refer to this type of DSR as emancipatory design scisrsEarch (eDSRKane et al.

[1] laid out an emancipatory design theory for a machine learning application but






Recently Kane et al[1] introduced the method oD&R using the theory of eman-
cipatory pedagogy as thernel theoryfor their design theory. While the eDSR ap-
proach is mentioned in passing, it was outside the scope of thatpaleeelop guide-



offerspromise inaddressing this challengé evaluating emancipatory efforts and
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