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Director’s Statement
Se'i ;2022

When | left campus for the semester break, | thought | had the upcom-
ing semester pgured out. Our Undergraduate Humanities Conference
was back to being in-person, our guest speakers would yy in and stay
for a couple days visiting classes and giving their talks to live audi-
ences. We would resume Blind Date with a Book. We would slowly,
but steadily, move back toward our pre-COVID existenceéand | was
laughably wrong.

| returned to campus to pnd cancellation emails, requests to move
speaking engagements online, or at least delay making the pnal deci-
sion about modality. Last week, | faced a classroom full of new faces
and the number of questions | answered with, 0l donit know. Weill just
have to do our best,” was staggering. It seems like the 2020 Trilogy is
year after year of doing our best in the face of not knowing.

So, what will the Humanities Institute do in 2022? Like everyone else,
welre going to do our best. Weill do our best to support the research
of our students and faculty, and provide engaging programming for the
community as safely as possible. If you donit follow us on social media
yet, please connect with us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter today;
the physical/digital locations and times of events may yuctuate, and
social media is the quickest way for us to share information.

We wish everyone a new year of increased
health, stability, and happiness.

Liz Kicak, M.F.A.
Director
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The Humanities Institute Mission Statement

The Mission of the Humanities Institute at the University of South Florida is to generate

critical dialogue about what connects us to each other and our world, facilitating those
conversations through research, education, and community programs.
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Undergraduate Research

Supporting the research efforts of USF students and
faculty is one of the most fundamental components of
the Humanities Institute and, over the last three years,
welve put particular emphasis on encouraging under-
graduate research in the humanities. On January 27
and 28, over 50 student scholars will come together to
present original research and creative projects at our
3rd Annual Undergraduate Humanities Conference.

For many students, this conference will be the prst time
theyive shared their research outside of the classroom
setting, but itis often not their last. Previous conference
participants have gone on to participate in the general
USF Undergraduate Research Conference, the Florida
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This year, the Humanities Institute met one of our long-
standing goals of launching a Faculty Fellowship Program.
A robust fellowship program is a hallmark of established
humanities centers, and adding this program is a signif-
icant step in Hlis commitment to supporting faculty re-
search. The Faculty Advisory Board selected the inaugural
cohort from a pool of outstanding applications.

The 2021-2022 cohort includes McArthur Freeman Il
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National Poetry Month

Kick off National Poetry Month with a free book! Find your omatchd
at our Blind Date with a Book event on April 1 at 12pm. We will
have a table set up outside of the USF Library (Tampa campus)
with wrapped books and odating propleé clues to help you choose

Friday, April 1| 12:00pm

a book pt for you.

Joshua Bennett and “An Aesthetic of Repair”

As the pilot year of Hlis Faculty Fellowship Program
draws to a close, the inaugural cohort was asked to
compile a list of writers and scholars they thought
would benept both their research, and the wider Tampa
Bay community. One of their suggestions was Joshua
Bennett, Professor of English and Creative Writing at
Dartmouth College, and weire delighted that he will be
giving a public reading and discussion at USF on April
7,2021.

Bennett is the author of three books of poetry and liter-
ary criticism. The Sobbing School (2016) was a Nation-
al Poetry Series selection and a pnalist for an NAACP
Image Award. This powerful debut collection presents
songs for the living and the dead that destabilize and
de-familiarize representations of black history and
contemporary black experience. His second poetry col-

Thursday, April 7 | 6:00pm

lection, Owed (2020), is a book with celebration at its
center. Its primary concern is how we might mend the
relationship between ourselves and the people, spac-
es, and objects we have been taught to think of as insig-
nipcant, as fundamentally unworthy of study, reyection,
attention, or care.

In addition to his poetry, Bennett recently published a
book of literary criticism entitled, Being Property Once
Myself. In each chapter Bennett tracks a specipc an-
imal pgurefithe rat, the cock, the mule, the dog, and
the shark—in the works of black authors such as Rich-
ard Wright, Toni Morrison, Zora Neale Hurston, Jesmyn
Ward, and Robert Hayden. He argues that animal pg-
ures are deployed in these

texts to assert a theory of

black sociality and to com-

bat dominant claims about

the limits of personhood.

The public event with Joshua
Bennett will be held at 6pm
on April 7. It has not yet been
determined if this event will
be held in-person or online.
Please check our website or
social media for updates.
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Fuzz: When Nature Breaks the Law by
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