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The start of the new school year is one of my 
favorite times—people come back (hopefully) 
rested, full of ideas, and excited to start with 
a clean slate. There’s endless potential in Au-
gust and the Humanities Institute is anticipat-
ing one of our best years ever.

Dr. Elizabeth Spiller begins her first year as 
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This November, we’re hosting a “can’t miss” 
event with one of the world’s most exciting and 
powerful literary voices: Ocean Vuong. Vuong 
erupted on to the literary scene in 2016 with 
his first poetry collection, Night Sky with Exit 
Wounds, for which he became only the second 
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Graduate Humanities Symposium
Encouraging student research is one of 
the primary goals of the Humanities Insti-
tute, and this fall we are launching a new 
annual symposium for graduate students 
in the humanities. This day-long event will 
be held in the Marshall Student Center and 
will feature interdisciplinary panels of 3 – 4 
graduate students. Each student will give a 
15-minute presentation on their research, 
and then the group will take questions from 
the audience. We’re excited to provide this 
new opportunity for professionalization and 
for students to interact with their colleagues 
from different departments. Many students 
will present work that is part of their ongo-
ing thesis or dissertation and having a ven-
ue to field questions and discuss the future 
of their research is an important part of the 
graduate experience. 

Please consider attending one or more 
panels to support our graduate students. 
The full schedule will be posted on our web-
site at the end of September. Any faculty in-
terested in volunteering to serve as panel 
moderators can email Liz Kicak.  

• Open to all USF graduate students conducting 
research in the humanities (any major) 

• Great experience for C.V. or professional resume

• Opportunities to network with other graduate students

• Free breakfast, lunch, and swag bag for presenters

Applications Due: September 18

Apply Today!

Format: Panel Discussions

More information, FAQs, and how to apply:

Apply with an existing project or research that may 
still be in progress

Apply as a full 3-person panel or as an individual 
(we will place you on a panel)

Marshall Student Center (MSC 3707)

Friday, October 11

NEW!
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Undergraduate students, the Annual Under-
graduate Humanities Conference is scheduled 
for January 23 – 24, which means it’s time to 
start thinking about your application! This will 
be our 6th year hosting the conference and 
we’re expecting our largest applicant pool yet.

Undergraduate Research is a High Impact 
Practice (a well-known technique for enhancing 
student success) and a State of Florida Perfor-
mance Based Metric. It’s a fun, supportive envi-
ronment for young scholars to gain confidence 
and experience using research projects they 
have completed as part of their coursework.

This conference is free and includes breakfast, 
lunch, and a swag bag for presenters. Visit our 
website for frequently asked questions and 
preparation resources.

6th Annual Undergraduate Humanities Conference
January 23-24, 2025 | Marshall Student Center 3rd Floor

OCT. 1
Applications Open

NOV. 8

Early-bird Application Deadline

DEC. 6
Standard Application Deadline

30 poster projects were 
on display at the 2024 

conference

Dr. Kisha Tracy from 
Fitchburg State University 

gave a keynote address 
on why people should still 

study the middle ages

Photos by Corey Lepak

Share the conference and appli-
cation information in your class 
and encourage students to apply 
using an existing midterm or final 
project. To schedule an in-person 
visit or request flyers, contact 
Jade V. at jvonwerder@usf.edu. 

Faculty
Volunteer to serve as a panel 
moderator and earn a great 
line for your C.V. For more in-
formation, contact Liz Kicak at 
ekicak@usf.edu.

Graduate Students Community Members
Help us fill the audience! Please 
drop in and walk the poster 
session, or observe a panel 
discussion. We want students 
to look out and see a roomful of 
supportive, happy faces.

JAN. 23-24
Undergraduate Humanities Conference

DEC. 13

Decision Emails

Get Involved

Get Involved
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Faculty Fellowship Program

Meet the 2024 - 2025 Cohort

The Humanities Institute welcomes its fourth cohort of Faculty
Fellows for a year-long collaborative research experience. This year’s
cohort will study the social, cultural, and political relationship between
Latin America and the United States, with a particular focus on “democratic
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2024 Summer Grant Recipients
Heide Castaneda (Anthropology)
Living Indigeneity through Language: Tamazight (Re)
Vitalization in Morocco

Peter Funke (SIGS)
The Epoch of Crisis: Capitalism and Wave of Struggle 
From 1990 to Today

Kiran Jayaram (Anthropology)
Creating a Digital Archive of Haitian Creole Proverbs

Rebecca Johns (School of Geosciences)
Discourses of Interconnectivity at the Natural History 
Museum of Los Angeles: Transformative, Affective and 
Place-based Narratives of the Human-Nature Relationship

Elena Lesley (Anthropology)
Telepresence as Relational Tool: Remaking Healthcare 
and the (Virtual) Therapeutic Encounter in Post-Conflict 
Cambodia

Ratna Okhai (School of Public A�airs)
Lived Experience Perceptions of the 2023 Maui Wildfires

Heather O’Leary (Anthropology)
Transnational Frameworks for Gender Equality in Water 
and Sanitation

David Ponton III (SIGS)
Hatred and Self-Hatred in the Black Male Vulnerability 
Thesis

Xizhen Qin (World Languages)
Pathways to Advanced Chinese Learners in the US

Diane Wallman (Anthropology)
Analysis and Interpretation of Jaguar and Puma Teeth 
Pendants from the La Soye Archaeological Site, Dominica, 
West Indies

Katherine Yaw (World Languages)
Foreign Language Students’ Perception of Spoken 
Language Varieties

Congratulations to the 2024 Human-
ities Institute Summer Grant Award 
recipients. These grants are open to 
tenured and tenure-earning faculty 
whose research falls under the NEH 
definition of the humanities. Awards 
are up to $5,000. These funds may be 
used for travel for research, archival 
work, essential project-driven equip-
ment, publishing support, research 
assistance, or summary salary.

The term 'humanities' includes, but is not limited to, the study and interpretation of the following: language, 
both modern and classical; linguistics; literature; history; jurisprudence; philosophy; archaeology; comparative 
religion; ethics; the history, criticism and theory of the arts; those aspects of the social sciences which have 
humanistic content and employ humanistic methods; and the study and application of the humanities to the 
human environment with particular attention to reflecting our diverse heritage, traditions, and history and to 
the relevance of the humanities to the current conditions of national life.



FALL 2024  11  

FALL 2024 CALENDAR

Tuesday, October 22  |   
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Humanities Institute
4202 E. Fowler Ave. CPR 107
Tampa, FL 33620
www.usf.edu/humanities-institute


