
riends and Colleagues, 

I first want to thank you 
all for your support of the Hu-

manities Insti-
tute.  As the 
new Dean of 
the College of 
Arts & Sci-
ences, I am 
especially 
grateful.  The 

Humanities Institute is one of 
the jewels in the crown of Arts 
& Sciences – it’s nice to know 
it is so well thought of and 
respected.  All the credit for 
that accomplishment goes to 
its Director Bill Scheuerle.  He 
has done a magnificent job 
placing the Institute at the 
center of intellectual life on 
campus and in the community. 
   When I think of “the hu-
manities,” I think of arenas of 
human endeavor that ask ques-
tions that have no definitive 
answers, covering topics like 
the meaning of life, the proper 

relationship between the indi-
vidual and society, the nature 
of wisdom and morality, the 
roles of emotions and rational-
ity in human affairs,  the na-
ture of justice.  When I was 
young, I had little patience for 
such questions – if they had no 
definitive answers, what was 
the point of pondering them?  
Better to work on some calcu-
lus problems where the an-
swers were in the back of the 
book. 
   But with age sometimes 
comes a little bit of wisdom.  I 
now realize that such ques-
tions are like exercise equip-
ment for the mind.  Just as 
one’s body never “solves” the 
problem posed by the exercise 
bicycle, rather working out on 
it develops and tones one’s 
physical faculties, so too does 
pondering fundamental ques-
tions of human existence de-
velop and tone one’s mental 
faculties – intellectual, moral, 

and civic.  If we do not ponder 
such questions, our intellects 
become flaccid, our moral 
sensibilities stunted, and our 
senses of civic virtue atro-
phied. 
   We cannot let our faculties 
decay in this way, particularly 
since we now face unique and 
unprecedented challenges as 
globalization proceeds apace. 
     So the Humanities Institute 
is vital to our intellectual, 
moral, and civic health as a 
nation and a people, more so 
than ever.  It provides multiple 
opportunities for each of us to 
“work out.”  It is University of 
South Florida’s Gold’s Gym 
for the mind.  I urge you to 
take advantage of the opportu-
nities the Institute provides – 
you, and our community will 
be stronger for it. 

  
Best wishes, 

 John Skvoretz, Dean 

A Letter From John Skvoretz 
Dean, USF College of Arts and Sciences  

A Tale Of Hobbits 
Brown To Speak At USF In Fall 
   The Humanities Institute 
will present paleo-
anthropologist Peter Brown 
for a public lecture on Thurs-
day, Sept. 29 in the Marshall 
Center University Ballroom  at 
7:00 p.m. 
   Dr. Brown is an associate 
professor in the Department of 
Archeology and Paleo-
anthropology at the University 
of New England in Australia.  
On the island of Flores in In-
donesia, Dr. Brown and his 
team recently discovered the 
skeletal remains of eight mem-
bers of a species of dwarf hu-
mans that lived, and may have 
co-existed with modern hu-
mans, some 18,000 years ago. 

   These diminu-
tive creatures 
used primitive 
tools and hunted 
a now-extinct 
species of dwarf 
elephant.   This species named 
Homo floresiensis has been 
nicknamed “hobbits” by the 
popular press and has been 
featured in articles in such 
magazines as National Geo-
graphic News and Scientific 
American. 
   According to Dr. Brown, his 
team’s discovery has “major 
repercussions for our under-
standing of human evolution, 
touching on aspects of human 
migration, our interaction with 

the environ-
ment, and con-
ceptions of 
what it is to be 
human.” 
   Dr. Brown’s 

lecture –which will be of in-
terest not only to a scientific 
audience but a general one--
will discuss how our knowl-
edge about who we are and 
where we 
came from is 
continually 
changing 
and adapting 
as new dis-
coveries 
come to 
light. 
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The discovery has “major 

repercussions for our 

understanding of human 

evolution.” 
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? Nicole Discenza (English): 
“Geography, Cosmology, and the Liberal 
Arts in the Enchiridion  of Byrhtferth of 
Ramsey” 
? Carolyn J. Eichner (Women’s Studies): 
“Feminism’s Empire: Feminism and Im-
perialism in Late Nineteenth-Century 
France” 
? Cheryll Hall (Political Science): 
“Reason, Passion, and Gender in Theo-
ries of Deliberative Democracy” 
? Jacqueline Messing (Anthropology): 
“Transnational Language Use, Indige-
nous Identity and Ideologies of Nahuatl-
speaking Indigenous Mexican Migrants 
in Tlaxcala and the Northeast US” 
? Deborah G. Plant (Africana Studies): 

“Zora Neale Huston: A Biography of the 
Spirit” 
? Martin Schönfeld 
(Philosophy):”Confucius and Kant–the 
Information Transfer from China to the 
West” 
? Kevin A. Yelvington (Anthropology) 
“From the New Negro to the New World 
Negro: Melville J. Herskovits and the 
Making of Afro-American Anthropology” 

 

   For Summer 2005, the College of Arts 
and Sciences—through the Humanities 
Institute—awarded competitive research 
grants of $5,000 (maximum) to 10 fac-
ulty members for research in the humani-
ties. 
  These awardees and their research pro-
jects were as follows: 
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short story. His work has been published 
in books, journals and cultural reviews 
from Argentina, Denmark, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Spain 
and the United States. 
   His main areas of teaching and research 
are the theory and history of Latin 
American short fiction; 20th century 
Mexican and Southern Cone narrative 
and Colonial Mexico. He also works on 
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Florida. Directed at general readers with 
an interest in perceptions of Florida, the 
book analyzes changing cinematic im-
ages of Florida and Floridians.  
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