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The Humanities Insti-
tute invites you to attend 
and participate in its spring 
programs, which incorporate 
several new initiatives. In 
January, Director Gaggi will 
FRPPHQW�DW�D�ÀOP�HYHQW�IRU�
residents in the new un-
dergraduate dorm, Juniper-
Poplar Hall. In addition 
Franco Lodato, renowned 
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By Dr. Hunt Hawkins, chair of  Eng-
lish, University of  South Florida.

The following is an excerpt from 
the Presidential speech 
of  the South Atlantic 
Modern Language 
Association Convention, 
Nov. 7, 2009. The full 
speech will be published 
in The South Atlantic Review. 
We would like to thank 
Matthew Roudané of  
SAR for allowing us to 
publish these excerpts.

7KH�WHDFKLQJ�RI �HWKLFV�
has traditionally been 
regarded as a major 
IXQFWLRQ�RI �OLWHUDWXUH��3URYLGLQJ�D�
VSHFLDO�YHKLFOH�IRU�WUDYHO�LQWR�RWKHU�
PLQGV��OLWHUDWXUH�ÀWV�0DUWKD�1XVVEDXP·V�



)ROORZLQJ�D�SURFHVV�RI �QRPLQD-
tions and an election by the Humani-
WLHV�,QVWLWXWH�$GYLVRU\�&RPPLWWHH��'U��
Jewel Spears Brooker will receive the 
second Distinguished 
Humanities Gradu-
DWH�$ZDUG�IURP�WKH�
Institute.

Dr. Brooker, who 
received her English 
3K�'��IURP�86)�
in 1976, is a world-



Photo by: M. Formentin

Dr. Jewel Spears Brooker discussing her work on 
T. S. Eliot’s Four Quartets.

Photo by: M. Formentin

6DVHQDULQH�3HUVDXG�UHDGLQJ�IURP�KLV�UHFHQW�
ERRN�RI �SRHWU\�In a Boston Night.

Photo by: M. Formentin

�/�WR�5��'UV��$UW�%RFKQHU��&DURO\Q�(OOLV��/RGRYLFR�%DOGXFFL�DQG�-DFTXHOLQH�
+LQFNOH\�GLVFXVV�WKH�SRZHU�RI �QDUUDWLYH�PHGLFLQH�DW�D�+XPDQLWLHV�,QVWLWXWH�SDQHO�
event.
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Photo by: M. Formentin

Dr. William Cummings (History) discussing 
his Institute-supported research about Islam 
in Makassar, Indonesia.

$QG\�+XVH��86)�/LEUDU\��GLVFXVVLQJ�KLV�
book The Columbia Restaurant. Photo by: M. Formentin
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JANUARY
Fri.	 Franco Lodato discussing “The
-DQ����	 1DWXUH�RI �'HVLJQ�µ
��������������*UDFH�$OOHQ�5RRP
	 2:00 p.m. Reception
	 2:30 p.m. Talk

Thur.	 “A Stampede of  Culture: Jazz,
Feb. 4	 Art, and Food at the Center”
	 The USF Jazz Ensemble II and 
	 various student organizations will 	
	 gather outside the Marshall 
	 Student Center. 
	 0DUVKDOO�&HQWHU��06&��$PSKL�	
	 theater.
	 �����S�P��3HUIRUPDQFH
                                   

Tue. Feb. 16 - Thur. Feb. 18
	 Sci-Fi Symposium
Feb. 17	 Panel Discussion IHDWXULQJ�
	 *UHJRU\�%HQIRUG��%HQ�%RYD��DQG�
	 Harry Harrison discussing
	 VFLHQFH�ÀFWLRQ��
	 MSC 2708, Plaza Room
	 1:00 p.m. Talk 
Feb. 17	 Keynote Address with Gregory 
	 %HQIRUG��GLVFXVVLQJ�VFLHQWLVWV�
	 ZULWLQJ�VFLHQFH�ÀFWLRQ�
	 7UDGLWLRQV�+DOO��$OXPQL�&HQWHU�
	 6:00 p.m. Reception
	 7:00 p.m. Talk

Thur.	 “A Stampede of  Culture: Jazz,
Mar. 4	 Art, and Food at the Center”
	 The USF Jazz combo will 
	 SHUIRUP�RXWVLGH�WKH�0DUVKDOO�
	 Student Center. 
	 0DUVKDOO�&HQWHU��06&��$PSKL�
	 theater.
	 �����S�P��3HUIRUPDQFH

Thur.	 Distinguished Humanities 
Mar. 18	 Graduate Award
	 Dr. Jewel Spears Brooker 		
	 (Eckerd College) will receive the 
	 second Distinguished Humanities
	 *UDGXDWH�$ZDUG�
	 7UDGLWLRQV�+DOO��$OXPQL�&HQWHU�
	 3:00 p.m. Reception
	 3:30 p.m. Ceremony

Thur.	 Kathleen Finneran (Washington
Mar. 25	 University in St. Louis) discussing 
	 her memoir The Tender Land: A 
	 Family Love Story.
	 USF Graphicstudio
	 7:00 p.m. Talk
	 Co-sponsored by English 
	 *UDGXDWH�6WXGHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ

Fri.	



V

i

c

t

o

r

i

a

n

 

S

t

u

d

i

e

s

 

C

o

n

f

e

r

e

n

c

e

,

 

A

p

r

i

l

 

2

2

1

0



   VOLUME 6, Issue 2											                       Page 7

Hopler Receives Whiting Writers’ Award
,Q�2FWREHU������(QJOLVK�SURIHVVRU�

Jay Hopler received the prestigious 
2009 Whiting Writers’ Award. Hopler 
ZDV�UHFRJQL]HG�IRU�KLV�HDUO\�SRHWU\��
receiving the $50,000 award annually 
JLYHQ�WR�\RXQJ�ZULWHUV�IRU�WKHLU�H[WUDRU-
dinary talent and promise.

+RSOHU·V�ÀUVW�FROOHFWLRQ�RI �SRHPV��
Green Squall, was chosen by then Poet 
Laureate Louise Glück as the winner 
RI �WKH������<DOH�6HULHV�RI �<RXQJHU�
3RHWV�$ZDUG��6LQFH�WKHQ��KLV�ZRUN�KDV�
appeared in numerous magazines and 
journals including The American Poetry 
Review and The New Yorker. This year, 
Yale University Press will publish his 
Yale Anthology of  Younger American Poets.

�´7KH�JUDQWLQJ�RI �WKLV�DZDUG�WR�3UR-
IHVVRU�+RSOHU��D�WHDFKHU�LQ�86)·V�QHZ�
&UHDWLYH�:ULWLQJ�0�)�$��SURJUDP��LV�RQH�

PRUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI �WKH�JURZ-
LQJ�VWDWXUH�RI �86)·V�DUWV�DQG�KXPDQLWLHV�
IDFXOW\�µ�VDLG�6LOYLR�
Gaggi, Humanities 
Institute Director. 
“His achievement 
serves as an inspi-
ration to remain 
productive, not just 
IRU�\RXQJ�IDFXOW\��
EXW�DOVR�WR�WKRVH�RI �
us who have been 
around a while.”

Hopler has taught 
creative writing and 
poetry in the Eng-
lish department since 2006.

´:H�DUH�H[WUHPHO\�SURXG�RI �RXU�
colleague,” said Hunt Hawkins, Depart-
PHQW�RI �(QJOLVK�&KDLU��´:H�NQRZ�KLV�

career will continue to bring him great 
GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHFDXVH�KH�WUXO\�LV�D�JLIWHG�

ZULWHU�DQG�MXVWO\�GHVHUYLQJ�RI �
this recognition.”

7KH�:KLWLQJ�$ZDUG�KDV�
EHHQ�JLYHQ�WR�����SRHWV��ÀF-
WLRQ�DQG�QRQÀFWLRQ�ZULWHUV��
and playwrights since its 
inception in 1985. On Oct. 
28, Hopler was among 10 
ZLQQHUV�RI �WKH�DZDUG��DQ-
nounced at the 25th

New have been 



UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA

Humanities Institute
4202 E. Fowler Ave., CPR 107
Tampa, FL 33620
Phone: 813.974.3657
Fax: 813.974.5911

http://humanities-institute.usf.edu/•	
http://www.facebook.com/humanities •	

instituteusf

Silvio Gaggi, Ph.D.
Director: sgaggi@cas.usf.edu

Christine M. Probes, Ph.D.
Associate Director: probes@cas.usf.edu

Melanie Formentin
Media/Program Assistant
formenti@cas.usf.edu

“There are obviously two educations.
One should teach us how to make a
living and the other how to live.”
	 - James Truslow-Adams

Humanities are, without a doubt, the
core of that second aim of education.
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New Initiatives, Cont.
... Cont. from Pg. 1. 
In March we will be pleased to award 

the second Distinguished Humani-
ties Graduate Award to Dr. Jewel 
Spears Brooker, USF alumna (Ph.D. 
(QJOLVK��������DQG�3URIHVVRU�RI �/LW-
erature at Eckerd College. Please see 
SDJH���IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�'U��
Brooker.

Prize-winning writer Kathleen 
Finneran will also visit USF in March 
IRU�D�UHDGLQJ�DQG�ERRN�VLJQLQJ��)LQQHU-
an has received a Whiting Writers’ 
$ZDUG�DQG�D�*XJJHQKHLP�)HOORZVKLS�
and is currently Writer-in-Residence at 
Washington University in St. Louis.

$SULO�LV�National Poetry Month and 
we are excited to host the 1997-2000 
United States Poet Laureate Robert 
Pinsky��WUDQVODWRU�DQG�HVVD\LVW��IRU�D�
OHFWXUH��UHDGLQJ��ERRN�VLJQLQJ��DQG�4	$�
VHVVLRQ�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�
University Lecture Series will join us in 

bringing poets Valzhyna Mort, Aaron 
Baker and Katie Ford�IRU�UHDGLQJV��
workshops, and classroom visits.

&RQIHUHQFHV�DQG�V\PSRVLD�FRQWLQXH�
WR�EH�D�KLJKOLJKW�RI �+XPDQLWLHV�,QVWL-
WXWH�HYHQWV��,Q�$SULO��ZH�ZLOO�FR�VSRQVRU�
the annual World Languages Re-
search Colloquium��,Q�KRQRU�RI �WKH�
,QVWLWXWH·V�IRUPHU�GLUHF-
WRU��3URIHVVRU�DQG�'HDQ�
Emeritus Bill Scheuerle, we 
will co-sponsor an all-day 
interdisciplinary Victorian 
Studies Conference with 
keynote speaker Kathryn 
Ledbetter��(GLWRU�RI �WKH�
Victorian Periodicals Review 
DQG�3URIHVVRU�RI �(QJOLVK�
at Texas State University. 
She will be joined by an 
LPSUHVVLYH�DUUD\�RI �RXU�
own scholars in Nineteenth 
&HQWXU\�6WXGLHV�IURP�WKH�&ROOHJH�RI �
$UWV�DQG�6FLHQFHV�DQG�WKH�&ROOHJH�RI �
WKH�$UWV��3OHDVH�VHH�DUWLFOH�RQ�SDJH���

IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��$JDLQ�ZRUNLQJ�
with the Library, we will sponsor the 
symposium “Holocaust, Genocide 
and Crimes against Humanity,” with 
SDQHOV�RI �86)�SURIHVVRUV�IURP�VHYHUDO�
colleges. 

Reaching out to the Tampa Bay 
community, the Institute will join with 

L’Unione Italiana, the old-
est historic leader and voice 
RI �7DPSD·V�,WDOLDQ�FRP-
PXQLW\��WR�EULQJ�IURP�,WDO\�
film specialist Milly Buo-
nanno IRU�WKH�OHFWXUH�´79�
Drama in the Dramatized 
,WDO\��)DPLO\�DQG�0DÀD��
Religion and History” at the 
Ybor City location.   

Milly Buonanno


