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9—certain to be one of USF’s biggest events ever.
 Later, we’ll lend a hand when the English de-
partment hosts Gilbert King, author of the acclaimed 
book, Devil in the Grove: � urgood Marshall, the Grove-
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Fall Distinguished Scholar : Participatory 
Culture Star Henry Jenkins

Henry Jenkins is Provost Professor of 
Communication, Journalism, and Cine-
matic Arts at the Annenberg School for 
Communication, University of Southern 
California.

Th e Institute’s successful Distin-
guished Scholar-in-Residence 
program continues this Fall with 
a week-long visit from media and cul-
ture scholar Henry Jenkins, starting 
September 22.
 Jenkins is Provost Professor 
of Communication, Journalism, and 
Cinematic Arts at the Annenberg 
School for Communication, Univer-
sity of Southern California. Previous-
ly, he was the Peter de Florez Profes-
sor of Humanities at Massachusetts 
Institute for Technology (MIT).
 He is a prolifi c writer, whose 
research has focused on how indi-
viduals in contemporary culture tap 
into and combine numerous diff erent 
media sources, suggesting that media 
convergence should be understood as 
a crucial cultural process of the con-
temporary era. His work includes the 
fi eld of critical video game studies, on 
which he has testifi ed before the U.S. 
Congress. Recently, he completed a 
lecture tour of Western Europe.
 Jenkins fi rst came to prom-
inence as one of the fi rst scholars to 
look seriously at the cultures of media 
fans, with his 1992 book Textual 
Poachers: Television Fans and Partici-
patory Culture. He went on to write 
the infl uential Convergence Culture: 
Where Old and New Media Collide 
(2006 ) and Spreadable Media: Creat-
ing Value and Meaning in a Networked 
Culture (2013). His work spans the 
disciplines, from literature to media 
studies, sociology, politics, and tech-
nology studies. His book, Reading 
in a Participatory Culture: Remixing 
Moby-Dick in the English Classroom 
(2013), was described by one review-
er as “one of the most exciting and 

breathtaking works on English educa-
tion ever written.” Jenkins maintains 
an active media presence, frequently 
being called upon to comment on 
current issues and events.  
  While at USF, Jenkins will 
visit classes in several departments, 
engaging with students whose teach-
ers have assigned his work. He will 
also give a public talk, “Could Th is 
Be What Democracy Looks Like? 
Participatory Politics, Transmedia 
Mobilization, and the Civic Imagi-
nation.”  He notes, “Before you can 
change the world, you have to be able 
to imagine other possibilities and see 
yourself as a political agent. Th is is 
what we call the civic imagination.” 
He will discuss the work of the USC 
Media, Activism, and Participatory 
Politics research group, which has 
documented the ways innovative 
organizations are helping American 
youth to become more civically en-
gaged and politically active. “Often, 
this new political language remixes 
and redeploys elements borrowed 
from popular culture—from the 
Hunger Games to Harry Potter to Su-
perman—in order to develop shared 
frameworks through which they can 
change the world.  What if we saw 
fantasy not as escapism but as a tool 
for promoting social justice?”
 Jenkins will speak at 6 p.m., 
Th ursday, Sept. 25, in CWY 206 
(Military Science Building) with a 
reception and book signing to follow. 
For more information about Henry 
Jenkins, see http://henryjenkins.org/; 
to hear a Tedx talk on Participatory 
Culture, visit https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=AFCLKa0XRlw.
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Popular 
Culture

From Vampira to Slenderman
The Return of the Gothic

Are horror fi lms just for fun? If so, what fun can 
be had from tales of dismemberment and death or 
stories about rage and sorrow permanently imprint-
ed on haunted places? 
 In perfect time for Halloween, the Insti-
tute hosts Scott Poole, a historian who has built a 
career on exploring the “monstrous” in American 
culture.  Poole, associate professor of history at the 
College of Charleston, is the author of seven books, 
the most recent being Vampira: Dark Goddess of 
Horror, an unconventional historical biography that 
examines the life of dancer, actress and artist Maila 
Nurmi, who reinvented herself as the horror host/
bondage goddess “Vampira” against the backdrop 
of the calls for conformity of the American 1950s. 
 His 2011 book Monsters in America: Our 
Historical Obsession with the Hideous and the Haunt-
ing, which examined how folklore and fi lms about 

monsters have intertwined since the colonial era, 
was listed as one of “the best of the best” in 2011 
by the American Library Association, and won 
the John Cawelti award from the Popular Culture 
Association for “Best Book on Popular Culture” in 
2012. 
 In his USF talk, Poole explores how what 
Julia Kristeva called “the powers of horror” found 
expression in fi lm, folklore and fakelore from the 
1950s to today, when global terror, a 24-hour news 
feed and digital monsters stalk America’s old dark 
house. 
 Poole will speak at 6 p.m. Oct. 30, (room 
TBD), followed by a reception and book signing. 
Tweet with Scott Poole 
@monstersamerica, and follow his blog at  
http://monstersinamerica.com/bio/.

Embedding the Global on Local 
Shopping Streets
How Cities Meet the Challenge of Migration and Gentrification

Cities around the world are reshaped by continual fl ows of migrants and capital, but according to urban 
sociologist Sharon Zukin, “the fi rst place where we see these abstract forces is local shopping streets.”
 Professor of sociology at Brooklyn College and Graduate Center, City University of New York, 
Zukin has written prolifi cally about cities, especially New York itself.  Her most recent book is Naked 
City: � e Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places (2011). In her talk, “Embedding the Global on Local 
Shopping Streets: How Cities Meet the Challenge of Migration and Gentrifi cation,” she argues for the 
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Morality 
and Ethics 

in Public 
Life

Distinguished Humanities Graduate 
Speaks on the Ethics of Sex Selection
Should parents be able to select the sex of their 
children for non-medical reasons? What are the 
ethics of such choices in the era of “designer 
babies?”
 We’re delighted to welcome an interna-
tional expert in the fi eld of bioethics, who will 
speak on the ethics of sex selection, while also 
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Sep. 17

Wed. 6pm

CWY 206

ROBERT WESTMAN: Copernicus and the Astrologers
Followed by a reception and book signing

Oct. 30

Thu. 6pm
(Room TBD)

SCOTT POOLE: “The Old Dark House”  The Return of 
the Gothic from Vampira to Slenderman
Followed by a reception and book signing

Sep. 25

Thu. 6pm

CWY 206

HENRY JENKINS: Could This Be What Democracy Looks 
Like?: Participatory Politics, Transmedia Mobilization, 
and the Civic Imagination 
Followed by a reception and book signing

Oct. 15
Wed. 3:30pm

GAR (Library)

CAMILLA VÁSQUEZ: The Discourse of Online Reviews  
A Homegrown Humanities Event
Refreshments served at 3:00pm

Nov. 5
Wed. 3:30pm

GAR (Library)

JOHN HENRY FLEMING: Songs for the Deaf
A Homegrown Humanities Event
Refreshments served at 3:00pm

Nov. 12

Wed. 6pm

(ROOM TBD)

CHRIS IMPEY: The Vexing Problem of Science Literacy
Followed by a reception and book signing

Oct. 22

Wed. 6pm

Alumni Ctr.

INMACULADA DE MELO-MARTÍN: 
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On April 4 this year, more than 150 people fi lled USF’s 
Lifsey House to celebrate the life of William H. (Bill) 
Scheuerle, who passed away in February this year at the 
age of 83. 
 Bill had 
a distinguished, 
46-year academic 
career, most of it at 
USF; his last position was as founding Director of the 
Humanities Institute, which he led with unique vigor 
and commitment through its fi rst fi ve years.
 Th e celebration of Bill’s life was full of both tears 
and smiles, as friends, family, and colleagues spoke of 
his deep passion for literature and the liberal arts, shown 








