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Christy M. Ponticelli           LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-ponticelli-5340b8251/ 

 
Dept. of Sociology           
University of South Florida         813-974-6455 (FAX) 
4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CPR107        cpontice@usf.edu 
Tampa, FL  33620-5550 

 
EDUCATION BACKGROUND 

Ph.D. University of California, Santa Cruz, Department of Sociology   May 1993 
 Dissertation: “Fundamentalist Ex-Gay Ministries: a ‘loving’ approach to a sinful problem”   
 Committee: Nancy Stoller (Chair), Marcia Millman, Diane K. Lewis 

Areas & Committee: Social Construction of Sexuality, Sociology of Knowledge, Sociology of 
Religion (Nancy Stoller, John I. Kitsuse, John Brown Childs, Ann Swidler) 

 
M.A. University of California, Santa Cruz, Department of Sociology    May 1991 
 
M.T.S., Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, MA May 1989 
 Areas: World Religions, Women in Medieval History, Hermeneutics 
 
A.B., Smith College, Northampton, MA May 1987  
 Women’s Studies  
 
CURRENT POSITIONS 

Associate Chair of Sociology, Department of Sociology, University of South Florida Dec. 22, 2020-   
Associate Professor of Sociology, Department of Sociology, University of South Florida Aug. 2002- 
Assistant Professor of Sociology, Department of Sociology, University of South Florida Aug. 1993-   
          2002 
 
PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT 

Visiting Assistant Professor, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University  Spring 1995 
Associate in Humanities, Kresge College, University of California, Santa Cruz,  1991-92 
Research Associate, University of California, Santa Cruz  1990-92 

Prof. Diane K. Lewis 
Board of Studies in Anthropology 

Assistant to the Curator of Manuscripts, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe College   1987-89 
 
PHILOSOPHY ON LEADERSHIP & ADMINISTRATION: SELECT POSITIONS 

It has always been my belief that leadership and administration should never exist apart from the 
working faculty.  Instead, those of us who can work as faculty and leaders should do so to advance both 
faculty and student initiatives and success.  With this philosophy, I have a strong record of “crossing the 
line” as both leader and faculty.  A complete list appears later in my CV. 

 
Associate Chair of Sociology 12/20- 
Assisted with the consolidation of department across three campuses; created equitable scheduling 
across three campuses, including incorporation of additional faculty & student needs (e.g., multi-modal 
class schedules) 
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Undergraduate Program Director, Department of Sociology 2019-20 
Helped advance student award 
 
Co-Chair, Coordinated Community Response Team (CCRT), USF 3/19-5/21 
Elected by community of faculty, staff and students to create and lead USF’s first CCRT to  
help address heightened cases of sexual harassment/assault on campus.  Wrote by-laws,  
wrote charges for subcommittees, developed relationship with then President Currall,  
recommended structural reorganization and began negotiating for increased resources. 
 
Chair, Search Committee for Assistant Director of Victim Assistance &                   2018 
Violence Prevention, USF  
Prior to the creation of the CCRT, faculty and students negotiated for a long overdue  
expansion of leadership and staff for the Center for Victim Advocacy. 
 
Chair, Women’s Status Committee (a Presidential Advisory Committee) 2016-18 
Led the Committee in implemented a campus-wide Gender Climate  
survey  
 
Member, CAS Academic Integrity & Grievance Committee 2012- 
As a long-time member, I have helped craft policy, design and implement the online  
system of reporting and filing complaints and served on some of the toughest cases. 
 
Chair, Adhoc Department Committee to draft department grievance policy 2011 
 
Chair, University Undergraduate Counsel 2005-06 
 
Chair, CAS Advisory Counsel to the Dean 2001-02 
 
Chair, Search Committee for Assistant Director of Auxiliary Services 1999 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Faculty Senate 1997-2000 
 
Member, CAS Planning Committee for Interdisciplinary Studies & 1995-96  
Search Committee for Director of Interdisciplinary Studies 
 
TEACHING PHILOSOPHY & SPECIAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

I am a student-centered faculty who strives to guide my students toward knowledge and critical thought 
and analysis.  From my perspective, this helps students become active and engaging citizens.  From 
within this general approach, I focus on guiding all students, but specifically focus on first-generation 
students (I am one), and other diverse populations of students, to include members of the LGBTQ+ 
communities and specifically students of color.  This focus harkens back to my high school days when I 
witnessed peers who were students of color, and women being encouraged NOT to take advanced 
classes.  I also strive to be a team player in the department by regularly teaching difficult and required 
courses.  All work listed below is focused on achievement and success of students in my class, as well as 
students in other classes and organizations. 
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issue "Gateways to Improving Lesbian Health and Health Care." Winter/Spring 
2:1, 1997. 

 
 
 
Refereed Journal Articles & Chapters  

  
1999  “Crafting Stories of Sexual Identity Reconstruction,” sp
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2021  Blind Review for a 3rd edition of Social Theory re-wired, Routledge. 
2015   Colin Jerolmack’s The Global Pigeon in Contemporary Sociology, 44(1):70-71. 
2001 Carole Campbell’s Women, families, and HIV/AIDS: a sociological perspective on the 

epidemic in America in Journal of Comparative Family Studies, 32:3. 
1998  Arlene Stein’s Sex and Sensibility: stories of a lesbian generation in Social Forces, 76(4): 

1582-1583. 
1992  Robin Lorentzen's Women in the Sanctuary Movement in Sociological Analysis vol. 53, 

no. 1, Spring. 
 

Research Grants  
 
2012  Lead Qualitative Investigator 

Dr. Will Tyson, Principal Investigator, “Successful Academic and Employment Pathways in 
Advanced Technologies” National Science Foundation (NSF DUE #1104214). 

1997/98 ($3000.00)  
“New/Special Program Enhancement for Sociology of Sexualities” 
University of South Florida, Tampa Campus Library 

1997 ($1500.00)  
“Producing Modern Souls” 
International Travel Grant, Division of Sponsored Research, University of South Florida 

1994 ($7452.00)  
"Fundamentalist Ex-gay Ministries: a loving approach to a sinful problem" 
University of South Florida Division of Sponsored Research  
 

Conferences, Papers Presented 
 
2014  Presenter, “Lions & Tigers & Bears, Oh My!: interac
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Mentor, Project Thrust       1993-95 
 

College 
 
Member, CAS Grievance & Integrity Committee     2012-17 

2009-10 
Member, Committee for Faculty Development     2003-05 
Chair, College of Arts & Sciences Advisory Council to the Dean  2001-02 
Member, College of Arts & Sciences Advisory Council to the Dean  2000-01 
Member, Search Committee for Director of Interdisciplinary Studies  1995-96   
Member, Planning Committee for Interdisciplinary Studies  1995 

 
Department 
 
Associate Chair of Sociology      2020- 
Undergraduate Program Director      2019-20 
Member, ISS Committee      2016-18 
Chair, Colloquium Committee      2015-18 
Member, Community Engagement Committee    2015 
Member, ISS Visiting Instructor Search Committee   2015 
Member, PostDoc Committee      2014-18 
Member, Communications & Technology Committee    2013-14 
Member, Community Engagement Committee    2013-14 
Member, Colloquium Committee     2013-14 
Member, Search Committee      2012-13 
Chair, Colloquium Committee      2012-13 
Member, ISS Search Committee       2011-12 
Member, Ad hoc Committee, Teaching & Service Merit Criteria    2011-12 
Chair, Ad hoc Committee to Draft Departmental Grievance Policy   2011   
Member, Undergraduate Assessment Committee (SACS)   2009-12 
Member, Undergraduate Committee       2009-12 
Member, Instructor Search Committee      2007-08 
Member, Undergraduate Committee       2007-08 

 

Member




