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More about Chemistry… 
 
Dr. Wayne Guida, professor and chair, has 
had the personal and professional pleasure 
of announcing good news concerning 
funding: 

 

Funding –I 

 
Professor Bill Baker, who along with Dr. 
Michael Teng (Molecular Medicine) have 
received a grant of $200 K from the Florida 
Department of Public Health to identify 
antiviral agents effective in combating Zika.   
The title of the grant is “Rapid Identification 
of Natural Products with Antiviral Activity 
Against Zika Virus.”  
 

 
    Dr. Baker 

Funding -II 
 
Prof. Brian Space received a grant through 
the NSF XSEDE program for use of 
computational resources.  The award will 
support ongoing work in the Space 
laboratory on “Simulations of   Gas Sorption 
in Metal-organic Materials.”  The estimated 
value of the award is over $60K. 

       

                 
                              Dr. Space 

 
 
The NSF XSDE program is believed to be 
the most powerful and robust collection of 
integrated advanced digital resources and 
services in the world. 
 

Funding –III 
 

Dr. Mildred Acevedo-Duncan received a 
151,300 grant continuation from the William 
and Ella Owens Medical Research 
Foundation for her project titled "Effects of 
ICA-1 on Glioma Proliferation.” 

                     
                     Dr.  Acevedo-Duncan 

   

 

Recognition- I 

 
 A paper co-authored by Dr. Xiadong 

(Mike) Shi and his students was featured as 
cover art in a February edition of Chemical 
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Since 2011, and has been notably active in 
ACS, now servicing on the ACS Board of 
Directors (2014-2019) 
 
His creative and energetic presentation dealt 
with aspects of transition theory. 
 
Student participation was notable as 

 12 graduate talks 

 23 Graduate student posters 

 49 Undergraduate posters 
 
A lot of persons helped make the 
Conference a true success including the 
following: 
 
Organizing Committee Members:  
  
Mr. Adam Hogan and Mr. Douglas Franz 

(Co-Chairs) Mr. Geoffrey Gray, Ms. 
Alekhya Nimmagadda, Mr. Chavis 

Stackhouse, and Mr. Brant Tudor. 
 
Faculty Advisors were Dr. Kimberly Fields 

and Dr. James Leahy (below). 
 
  

  
L to R: Mr. Douglas Franz, Dr. Kimberly Fields,  Mr. Adam 
Hogan, Mr. Geoffrey Gray, Mr. Brant Tudor, Dr. James Leahy 
 

Staff members who assisted included Ms. 
Leigh Anne Blackwell, Mrs. Cheryl 

Graham, Mr. Ryan Jahn, Ms. Linda 

Lowe, and  Dr. Christina Nelson.  
 
Judging: Credit the 33 judges from eleven 
organizations. 
 

Web support was provided by Mr. Brant 
Tudor. 
 
Sponsors Tampa Bay section of the 
American Chemical Society, USF Research 
and Innovation, USF College of Arts and 
Sciences, Pro-Copy. 
 
Participants represented a variety of 
organizations, including the University of 
Florida, Eckerd College, Florida Polytechnic 
University, University of Tampa, University 
of Central Florida, H. Lee Moffitt Cancer 
Center and Research Institute, Florida 
Southern College, All Saints Academy, and 
Bristol-Myers Squibb, and, of course, the 
Tampa Bay Section, ACS. 
 

ACS Tampa Bay Local Section 
meeting was held during the lunch 
hour and open to all. The meeting was 
presided over by Section Chair, 
Crystal Saut, and included on-
screen/oral reports from the section 
officers, both a novel and highly 
informative approach. 
 
Chemists as Judges 

 
 

On March 28th, the following Chemists 
served as judges at the 62nd State Science 
and Engineering Fair of Florida in Lakeland 
Florida: Drs. Jhon Figueroa, Kenyon 

Daniel, and Wayne Guida (each judged 
different categories).  Dr. Figueroa judged 
the Junior Chemistry category, Dr. Daniel 
was responsible for judging Biomedical and 
Health Science category, and Dr. Guida 
judged for the Senior Chemistry category.  
 
Some 12-15 projects were reviewed in the 
morning by each judge and then a similar 
number were re-reviewed in the afternoon: a 
focus group and an orbit group.  Projects in 
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the focus group were selected for awards, 
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Standing Drs. Martin (left) and Dr. Guida 

 

Awards/Recognition –I 

 
Two Chemistry graduate students were 
awarded an NSF graduate research 
fellowship. 
 
Ms. Fiona Kearns is a member of Dr. Lee 

Woodcock’s research group.   
 

             
Ms. Kearns                          Mr. Peguero-Tejada 

 
Mr. Alfredo Peguero-Tejada is a member 
of Dr. Arjan van der Vaart’s research 
group. 
 

Awards/Recognition –II 
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Jacqueline L. Fries (von Salm) (Ph.D. 
2016) is with CoreRxPharmaceuticals, 
according to an item published in the April 
24th issue of C&CN showing her at the ACS 
Booth at the National meeting in San 
Francisco. 
 
 
Dr. Dean F. Martin (Faculty, 1964-) and 
Mrs. Barbara B. Martin received 
download information about Column 

Chromatography, which they edited in April 
2013. IN TECH (open) reported 30,000 
cumulative downloads had made by March 
4th;40% in the top five countries. 
 
Dr. Rong Zhang (instructor) received a 
USF STEM Ed Travel Grant to attend the 
Sixth  Annual Peer-Led Team Learning 
International Society Conference.  The 
meeting will be held in Chicago June 1-3.   
She will share teaching experiences with the 
peer-leading in Chemistry courses she has 
taught. 

 

 

Obituary 

 
Dr. George R. Jurch, Jr., 82, retired 
chemistry professor, who served as a 
member of the organic chemistry division 
1966-1997, passed away January 18th. 
 
 

 
 
 

He is survived by his beloved wife, Molly, 
three children, eight grandchildren and two 
grandchildren. 
 
Dr. Wayne Guida wrote, “I took George’s 
Physical Organic Chemistry course and he 
was a first-rate teacher and researcher.” 
 
     
 
 
 

Campus News… 
 

Update 
 
“The USF System is home to a student body 
of nearly 50,000 representing 130 different 
countries.” 

 
The USF Unstoppable Campaign has made 
it possible to award $426,478 in donor-
funded scholarships to 357 students in the 
USF College of Arts and Sciences last year. 
 
 

             President Genshaft 

 

 

About USF –I 
 
 
Dr.Judy Genshaft, USF System President, 
is the recipient of the Donna Shavlik award 
at ACE2017. 
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This award “honors an individual who 
demonstrates a sustained commitment to 
advancing women in higher education 
through leadership and career development, 
campus climate and mentoring.” 
 
“Throughout her career, Dr. Genshaft has 
provided invaluable leadership though her 
insights and dedication to promoting and 
supporting women on campus an in the 
community.” 
 

About USF –II 
 
 
USF System President Judy Genshaft has 
looked ahead to some major changes in 
USF’s downtown campus. 
 
 “Co-locating our medical school and heart 
institute will attract more top-tier students 
and cardiovascular researcher and energize 
our intent to bring more biotechnology, 
biomedical, and pharmaceutical firms to this 
region.” 
 
The future downtown home of USF Health 
Morsani College of Medicine and Heart 
Institute will be in a $152.5 million building 
that will  anchor the $3 billion development 
project spear headed by Strategic Partners. 
 
It is estimated that the USF facilities will 
accommodate 2,275 faculty, staff, and 
students when it opens late in 2019. 
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About USF –VI 

 
Technology and Innovation (Vol. 18, 
number 4) provides a history of the National 
Academy of Inventors that was founded at 
USF, authored by Arthur Molella 
(Smithsonian Institution).  The NAI was 
created as a result of a luncheon invitation 
issued by Paul Sanberg, M.D., Ph.D., USF 
senior v.p for research, innovation and 
economic development. When some 100 
colleagues showed up, the NAI was started.  
 
The editor says, “It’s a good read.” 
 

                 
        Dr. Paul Sanberg 
 
Abbreviations 
 
ACE American Council on Education 
 
NAI National Academy of Inventors 
 
NSF National Science Foundation 
 
XSEDE Extreme Science and Engineering 
Discovery Environment 
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