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3 Pregnancy in the Lab 

 

Introduction 
Laboratory workers are often in contact with various hazards that can adversely affect reproduction. Since most 

https://www.usf.edu/administrative-services/environmental-health-safety/documents/chemical-hygiene-plan.pdf
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- Herpes 
- Influenza 
- Listeria 
- Malaria 
- Measles 
- Parvovirus B19 (Fifth disease) 
- Rubella (German measles) 
- Toxoplasmosis 
- Zika 

 

Radiological Hazards 
Whenever a female isotope worker becomes pregnant, she should formally notify (letter or E-mail) the 
Radiation Safety Officer. The mother assumes all risk until she specifically declares her pregnancy to the 
Radiation Safety Officer. Upon receipt of this notification, the Radiation Safety Office, the University and the 
Principal Investigator will ensure that the female worker's exposure will not exceed 500 millirem to the 
fetus.  After a female occupational worker voluntarily notifies the Radiation Safety Officer and Principal 
Investigator in writing that she is pregnant she is considered a declared pregnant worker. Section 64E-5.311, 
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PPE issued to laboratory personnel must be appropriate for the task and will depend upon the proper hazard 
identification and assessment made by the PI. Laboratory personnel must understand the use and limitations of 
PPE. PPE includes, but is not limited to, laboratory coats and aprons, eye protection (safety glasses, face shields, 

https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/documents/radiation-safety/usf-gert.pdf
https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/ric-programs/biosafety-program/policies-procedures.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/ric-programs/biosafety-program/policies-procedures.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/hazard-control-ppe-guide-ehs.pdf
https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/departments/chemistry/documents/hazard-control-ppe-guide-ehs.pdf


NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

     

 

 

                                                   

Laboratory Safety Training

Hazardous Waste Refresher

Biomedical Waste Refresher

Hazardous Communication

Personal Protective Equipment

Slips, Trips, and Falls

Hearing Conservation

Golf Cart Training

Asbestos Awareness Training
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